
Its two official names are Railway and Green Bridge but people 
prefer to call it the Hendrix Bridge. In the 90s someone wrote 
‘Hendrix’ across it, and kept at it every time the bridge was painted 
over. This sealed its identity. Now even the Croatian Railway agreed 
to make it formal. Built in steel in 1939, it’s the oldest functioning 
bridge over the Sava out of altogether nine  – two have train tracks, 
two are for trams, while the Sava Bridge is for pedestrians only – plus 
a few fishermen or those looking for a great selfie background. 

A bridge 
with three 
names and 
a graffiti

width 
9.6 m

1862 first 
railway 
bridge

1939 
arched railway 

bridge

135 m58 m 55 m 58 m

max speed 
80 km/h

SPRING
LIMITED   

EDITION
FREE COPY

Spring is here! It's time to hit the streets and soak up the sun and the buzz. Our spring issue hooks you up 
with the best fun in town: Tkalčićeva street guide (p 3), the map of Maksimir Park (p 6), inside the Zagreb 

Car Show (p 3), Design Week and Cest Is D'best events (p 2). Blend in and join the crowds at sun-kissed 
cafe terraces. There's time for everything: cafes are open until 2am. 

Here comes life alfresco

INSTAGRAM*
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GARAGES - dark and 
eerie places? Not in Za-
greb, because the ones 
on Kvaternik and Lang 
squares are colorfully 
painted by the street 
artist Lunar. More under-
ground street art is in the 
pipeline: public garages 
in Tuškanac and Petrinjs-
ka street. @lunar75.com
MUSEUM OF BROKEN 
RELATIONSHIPS opens 
a Hollywood branch. This 
is not another of their 
roving exhibitions but 
a proper second home. 
Find them in the Upper 
Town (Ćirilometodska 
2) and in LA (Hollywood 
Blvd 6751). Well done, 
#brokenships!
ZAGREB AIRPORT is 
renamed into Dr. Franjo 
Tuđman Airport. Just 
to avoid any confusion, 
the official name will be 
adopted in spring 2017 
when the airport opens, 
ready to receive up to 
five million passengers a 
year. Welcome!  
@zagreb-airport.com

THREE NEW FOUNTAINS 
in front of Zagreb’s Uni-
versity Library (NSK) are 
being dug up and will fire 
their first sprinkle on July 1. 
Tomislav s quare is getting 
a new one, too – but there’s 
still space for the ice-skat-

ing rink during Advent.  
@zagreb.hr
GOOD NEWS for Zagreb 
visitors: there’s now a bank 
machine issuing Euro notes. 
Location is Jelačić square, 
daily limit is 500 Euros, com-
mission is 5KN. @zaba.hr

Head straight to the city’s 
oldest quarter, the Upper 
Town, on a unique funicular 
ride. Built in 1890, this charm-
ing carriage is the world’s 
shortest cable railway. A 64 
seconds-long ride covers the 
distance of 66 meters and the 
height difference of 30.5 me-
ters. It rides every 10 minutes. 
Hop on for symbolic 4KN 
(0.5€) and admire stunning 
views on the way up. 
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ANJA MUTIĆ

The new 
oomph of 
spring

Author of Lonely Planet Croatia, writes for 
New York Magazine and The Washington 

Post. Follow her at @everthenomad

They say absence makes the heart 
grow fonder. I’ve been on the 

road in Portugal for more than three 
weeks, with another couple of weeks 
to go. In the large scheme of things, 
it may not be such a long time to be 
away. Strangely though, I’ve been 
missing Zagreb. This city gets under 
your skin. 

I love the change of seasons in Za-
greb. Each one has its charms, but 

spring is a standout, a reawakening. 
By the time I return, it will be offi-
cially on. Cherry blossoms, lilacs and 
magnolias will pop up, their floral 
cocktail diffusing a delightful smell. 
I’ll store away my winter jacket, 
hats and gloves. The skies will be a 
speckless blue, save an occasional af-
ternoon shower to wash away what 
is left of winter, and I’ll sit under 
willow trees of my favorite neighbor-
hood haunt sipping a macchiato. 
Sidewalk cafes will be full and street 
performers out on the squares again. 
The market stalls will overflow 
with wild edibles, omelets whipped 
up with freshly picked asparagus. 
Trees will don a green coat on. There 
will be fresh energy in the air, new 
oomph, spring in my step. And no 
other place I’d rather be. Zagreb is 
just the right fit for spring. 
TIP: Stroll around the Zagreb 
Botanical Garden for a fragrant 
whiff of its 10,000 plant species 
coming back to life.

WHAT
WHERE
WHEN

ZAGREB 
SUPERHEROES

MONOVIEW

A hip bar that pairs 
wine, food and music

HIDDEN ZAGREB

Best for visitors to 
Zagreb? A stroll  
through the city streets

‘No one has ever won every 
match. The sooner you get that, 

the better you’ll feel.’ –  
Dražen Petrović

Andrija Pirnat, 
owner of Swanky 
Mint Hostel

WE GIVE OUR 
GUESTS A HOME 
AWAY FROM 
HOME FEELING 
AND THAT 
MAKES OUR 
SWANKY 
ATMOSPHERE 
UNIQUE. 

Winner of all times
He was around only four seasons, winning 
everything there was to win. At only 20 his 

team Cibona became the European champion 
twice in a row. He went to join Real and later 

NBA. Still, Zagreb was where he always 
returned, including one June day in 1993, 

when he was killed in a car accident coming 
from Germany. Zagreb never forgot him. Next 

to the Cibona sport court, you’ll find his 
statue as well as the Dražen Petrović Museum, 
with this year’s addition: the winning outfit of 
NBA’s best Steph Curry. @drazenpetrovic.net

LAST YEAR SWANKY MINT WON 
THE HOSCAR AWARD FOR BEING 
CROATIA’S BEST HOSTEL. WHAT DO 
YOU EXCEL IN?
Apart from the hostel’s 
design, we give our guests 
a home away from home 
feeling. We throw differ-
ent events, all of us hang 
out together... All that 
contributes to a unique 
swanky atmosphere. 
SWANKY MINT IS GOOD AT ANIMATING 
ITS GUESTS. WHAT TYPE OF EXPERI-
ENCES DO THEY LIKE MOST?
Our regular Wednesday 
Winesday when they 
can taste great wine to 
the sounds of live music, 
weekend parties with 
Zagreb’s DJs. Guests 
who like to party praise 
our weekends, and those 
who prefer a quieter time 
love our free dinners on 
Mondays or just sipping 

coffee on our leafy terrace. 
WHAT CAN LOCALS FIND IN SWANKY MINT?
Zagreb locals love how Swanky is decked 
out, and they are especially fond of our 
terrace, which is smack in the city center 
but gives them a sense of being faraway in 
the countryside. They appreciate meeting 
foreign travelers - this throws in buzz to 
their everyday routine. Our events are a big 
attraction, too. 
ZAGREB IN SPRING IS GREAT... because the city starts 
to wake up. It’s warmer, people are in a bet-
ter mood, they take walks and are generally 
out and about more, meeting for coffees, 
playing sports. It’s the time of year when 
Zagreb and its people start to flourish. 
MY FAVORITE ZAGREB RITUAL IS... walking around 
the city, cycling to work, hiking up Sljeme, 
and my morning coffee with friends at 
Swanky’s. 

PINNED UP AT MSU
Boris Bućan’s amazingly 
designed posters are art. 
Don’t miss his retrospec-
tive (April 14–May 29) at 
the Museum of Contem-
porary Arts (MSU), which 
includes work previously 
shown at MoMA, Tate Brit-
ain and on the front cover 
of The Victoria & Albert 
Museum’s catalogue The 
Power of Poster. @msu.hr

MUSIC AT  
ST. MARK'S CHURCH
The delightful Upper 
Town church that catches 
everyone's eye with its 
red-and-white tiled roof 
opens its doors to live 
organ music. St. Mark's 
Festival (April 25–May 8) 
features some of Croatia's 
most renowned classi-
cal musicians and opera 
singers.  
@festivalsvmarka.hr 
STYLE IT UP WITH 
CUTTING-EDGE DESIGN
Catch state-of-the-art 
design show (3–8 May) 
– from furniture, 3D and 
conceptual design – fol-
lowed by dance parties. 
Lauba, former riding 
stable turned impressive 
art showroom, is the main 
venue but parties move 
next door to Hauba, an 
old industrial hangar.  
@tjedandizajna.hr
SEGWAY  
AROUND ZAGREB
Book the Segway tour 
around Zagreb and 
explore the city’s best 
attractions as you glide 
around with breeze in 
your hair. Segway is a 
perfect activity for the 
whole family, especially 
with their small group, 
personal approach. Book 
every day 10am-6pm. 
Price: 33-65 euro.

THE BUZZ ON THE STREET
No one can stay indoors when the hip Cest Is D’best street festival 
is on. From 26 May–3 June, Zagreb turns into an open-air the-
ater with live concerts, funky workshops, face-painters and street 
performers. Watch out for the pop-up center for mood repairs that 
fixes anyone’s long face. @cestisdbest.com

British Square – the epitome of old Zagreb 
– is becoming hip. The daily farmers’ 

market morphs into a swank antiques fair on 
Sundays, and cafes are styling up their decors 
and menus. Tucked inside a nearby courtyard 
(Ilica 73), you’ll find Sherry’s Wine & Bites 
– the local rising star. Pop in for a top-notch 
glass of red or white masterfully paired with 
this spring’s funky ‘Old Zagreb with a twist’ 
menu. Coffee is tops too, brewed by the local 
artisan roaster Cogito. For an eat, drink 
and dance combo, pencil in their regular 
Basement Jazz on Wednesdays. ‘Try Purger 
Burger, the old Zagreb take on an American 
classic.’ Ivana Šeremet, Sherry’s owner



Car Show 2016: 40 premieres 
and one cool Croatian supercar
After an eight-year break, 

Zagreb Car Show is back 
on. 14 pavilions of the Zagreb 
Fair, sprawled across 70,000 
square meters, open their doors 
to 150,000 visitors to feast on 
state-of-the-art cars, motorbikes 
and other vehicles. More than 
40 premieres and one Croatian 
supercar will be there. Concept 
S from Mate Rimac production 

in Sveta Nedelja – the world’s 
fastest electric car – steals the 
limelight, just as it did earlier 
at Geneva Car Show. Expect the 
world’s top 100 cars!
Zagreb Days of Octane kick 
off with Biker’s Day and the 
two-wheeler autocade at Jelačić 
Square. Next up is the old-timer 
parade through the city and a fun 
program at Zagreb Fair: carting 

races, car acrobatics, train mod-
els, drones and remote-operated 
cars and other super attractions. 
Daily ticket is 35KN, which gives 
you a chance to win the new 
Volkswagen Up.
Tip: Finding a parking spot 
around Zagreb Fair during the 
show is close to mission impossi-
ble. The quickest way to approach 
the Fair grounds is by tram.

24 hours in...
Tkalčićeva

QuiZG

CITY'S FUN ARTERY
Once the hub of artisan 
workshops, the buzzy 
Tkalča is Zagreb’s fun 
artery. 

Morning starts with coffee 
at Kava Tava (no 14) and 
a sumptious breakfast: 
pancakes oozing with fillings 
or a superlayered toastie. 
Round it up the Croatian way 
with a shot of local brandy at 
Rakhia Bar (no 45).

Dinner deserves 
taking it up a notch 
so settle on the 
terrace of Agava 
(no 39) and treat 
your taste buds to 
bursting Mediterra-
nean flavors – think 
baked octopus, 
tuna carpaccio 
or duck breast – 
paired with choice 
local wines. 

Night fun is glam 
at Booze & Blues 
bar (no 84), where 
you can warm up 
with every spirit im-
aginable or Heinek-
en on tap that flows 
from a functioning 
saxophone. The 
sounds of live jazz, 
blues and soul go 
until wee hours. 

Lunch is never too early if 
local štrukli (doughy parcels) 
are on the menu. Swerve to 
La Štruk (Skalinska 5) for a 
savory bite and finish with a 
healthy organic cake at Ivica 
i Marica (no 70). 

Spring ushers in wild edible 
greens and the good news is: 

you don’t have to break out into 
wilderness to taste them. On your 
next walk, look into the cracks in 
the asphalt or along city facades, 
and you’ll spot at least a dozen 
medicinal plants. Too often we 
brush past them, but these urban 
shoots make Zagreb a healing city.
Next, let’s visit the famous Dolac 
market. At this time of year, it 
boasts its 50 shades of green. All 
wild edible greens are collected by 
the locals from the surrounding 
countryside. Bear garlic, dande-
lion greens (make a yummy salad 
with pumpkin seed oil), rocket, 
nettle, watercress and a great 
assortment of mushrooms. 
Spring also bathes Zagreb in 
frequent but short showers. 
There’s nothing like a dramatic 
overcast sky with sun rays bur-
sting through as you stroll along 
the Strossmayer Promenade. It’s 
a perfect cleansing feast. Just 
watch out for those puddles!

TIP: Pop into Šumski Kuhar  
[Forest Chef ] (Tkalčićeva 7) 
for an amazing menu featuring 
foraged food. 

Honestly, go 
food foraging  
in Zagreb

Global anthropologist and Zagreb writer with 
a twist. Follow her at @travelhonestly.com

ANDREA PISAC

1 Most common trees in  
Zagreb are:
a) plane 
b) birch
c) maple

2 The clock on Jelačić square 
has been there since:
a) 1920
b) 1910
c) 1900

3 How many apartments are 
there in the Mammoth building 
– the city’s biggest apartment 
block in Novi Zagreb?
a) 909
b) 1009
c) 1109

BONUS QUESTION
What name was chosen through 
a public call for a young alpaca, 
the most recent animal to join 
the Zagreb Zoo?
a) Maja
b) Inka
c) Azteca

ANSWERS:
1 b. According to public records, 
there are 20,577 birches, 9,916 
maples and 8,888 plane trees in 
Zagreb; 2 a. Zagreb’s first public 
clock was set up on Jelačić square 
in 1920. A second one used to be 
on the corner with Praška street; 
3 c. With 1109 apartments, the 
Mammoth building is Croatia’s 
largest apartment block. 
BONUS b. The alpaca was named 
Inka. The next animal up for naming 
will be a giraffe. 

Afternoon arts 
and crafts tour 
is for burning off 
calories. Pop inside 
the gallery of naive 
art Mirko Virius 
(no 14) or shop for 
vintage jewelry at 
Maš Forma (no 56). 
Take a breather with 
a pint of Grič Witch 
craft beer at Mali 
Medo (no 49). 

16 3 5,000
foreign languages are 
spoken by Zagreb 
tourist guides

houses make the shortest 
street in Zagreb: 
Novodvorska street in 
Trešnjevka neighborhood. 

people fit at the Zagreb 
Cathedral at mass. For Easter 
even more. 

Concept S, Rimac Automobili 2016
1384 horse power
max speed: 365 km/h
acceleration 0-100 km: 2.5 s; 0-200 km: 5.6 s
breaking 100-0 km: 31 m
price: c 1 mil $
2016 edition: 8



Summer 
dreams

ALEX CREVAR
Travel writer from the United States. His 

work has appeared in The New York 
Times, National Geographic Traveler and  

Outside magazine @AlexCrevar

Eli’s Caffe Elysium 
- the ultimate 
coffee upgrade

NEW IN TOWN

COOL
TURE
CHRIS CORNELL’S 
UNPLUGGED 
CONCERT (April 14) 
at Lisinski concert 
hall sold out in three 
hours. Grunge legend 
and former frontman 
of Soundgarden and 
Audioslave tours the 
world with his new 
album Higher Truth. 
@lisinski.hr

JAZZ.HR/SPRING 
at Lisinski is a dream 
come true for jazz 
devotees. The festival 
(April 13–16) kicks off 
with Aaron Diehl’s 
Trio, followed by 
young rising stars. @
jazz.hr
COMICS NOVEL 
SHOW, international 
comics festival is on 
May 12–15 at HDLU 
(House of Croatian 
Visual Artists), known 
as the Mosque. This 
year’s highlights 
include comics 
workshops for kids.  
@crsfestival.com 
1945 is the year 
that haunts Croats 
and the title of 
the new exhibition 
at the Croatian 
History Museum. A 
collection of objects, 
photographs and 
archival material 
from the last year of 
WW2 is open until 

ALL ABOUT 
CROATIA
If you’re a news fiend 
and want to be in the 
loop about Croatia’s 
culture, politics and 
economics, Croatia 
Week is your best 
bet. It’s an English-
language news 
portal, run by the 
Zagreb expat Paul 
Musin, a Kiwi locally 
known as a cricket 
player. Paul’s words 
on Zagreb: the city 
that never stresses. 
Dig into Croatia 
Week for inspiring 
holiday ideas around 
the country. 
croatiaweek.com

ZGBLOG

Locals swear Eli’s Caffe (Ilica 63) serves 
the best coffee in town. This small cafe 
and roastery, run by the four-time Croa-
tian barista champion Nik Orosi, breaks 
new ground with the just unveiled Eli’s 
Elysium outpost (Ilica 65). The fondly 
dubbed E 2 is not only set in a larger 
space but expands the coffee experi-
ence with fun menu novelties. Think 
coffee-based cocktails, yummy desserts, 
biodynamic wines and craft spirits that 
superbly pair with selected finger food. 
As for events, there’s no shortage of 
jazz gigs and art exhibitions. Finally, to 
learn from the best, look out for E 2’s 
coffee workshops. 

Zagreb winters give up to spring reluc-
tantly and in tantrum-like fits and 

starts. Crystal-blue days turn to bursts 
of snow then to spitting rain and a week 
of drizzle. Tiny electric-green buds begin 
to glitter on tree branches even while 
icy slush piles against fountains and 
sidewalks running through the parks of 
Zrinjevac.
These schizophrenic conditions—in this 
country wedged between the Dinaric 
Alps and the Adriatic Sea—are part of 
the process the Croatian capital must 
endure before it can welcome guests 
again. This reckoning is what makes the 
next six months of tourism possible.

Many only see Zagreb in the summer. 
They step off the tram and stroll 

into a sun-splashed Jelačić square. It’s 
a festival. Vendors sell bags of popcorn 
to smiling kids. There’s a mime. Perhaps 
a Peruvian band. Twenty-somethings 
drink beer from two-liter plastic 
bottles and talk with yet-to-be-tested 
confidence. Their enjoyment—like 
the enjoyments of most summertime 
visitors—comes easy. They see the city 
in bikini mode, pretty and tanned: the 
version they write about in blogs and 
brag about on Instagram. Good.

What visitors will never know, 
however: The transformative, 

schizophrenic Zagreb winter-to-spring 
period makes their enjoyment possible. 
Enduring this period makes all the 
difference. It is only through spending 
therapeutic hours in cafes laughing and 
drinking and smoking and talking about 
the impending crush of foreigners that 
the dreams of summer—while wind 
swirls outside—become real.

Pro tip: Head over to Velvet for a 
stress-release session in posh style.



3 zones
1 red 6 KN/h
2 yellow 3 KN/h
3 green 1,5 KN/h

7 public 
garages
2-5 KN/h
40-60 KN/day

Lang square

Petrinjska street

Tuškanac

Martićeva street

Kvaternik square

Rebro

Svetice

Electric car battery chargers available at:

FIVE MINUTES TO TAXI
Zagreb taxis usually arrive within 
five minutes from making a call. 
That is, if you manage to get 
through during rush hour. Calls 
are charged but you can keep 
the driver waiting for up to five 
minutes for free. 

BOTANICAL  
GARDEN FOR FREE
Zagreb Botanical Garden is free 
and open every day from mor-
ning to dusk – a policy in opera-
tion since its opening in 1891. The 
Garden was the city’s gift to the 
University of Zagreb provided it 
kept free entrance. 

THE MOST USEFUL CARD
With Zagreb Card tourists get 
free transport and ticket disco-
unts for more than 150 locations. 
Daily card is 60KN, a three-day 
card is 90KN. A ride on the funi-
cular is included. 

FOR ADDITIONAL 30 MINUTES 
OF FREE BIKE RIDES EVERY 
DAY PLEASE SEND THE CODE 
ZG4YOU TO info@nextbike.hr

The coolest, healthiest and most affordable transport in Zagreb!

Register at www.nextbike.hr for only HRK79, sit and ride!

BIKE SHARING SYSTEM

FREE VOUCHER

HELPZAGREB

1121777+385 1

YELLOW PAGE

TAXI
TIPS&TRICKS

With 25,000 parking spaces 
across town (zones 1–3), seven 
public garages and 7500 extra 
spaces in private lots, there is 
always a parking spot too few! 
Zagreb needs at least 40,000 
parking spaces, which is why 
driving into town at peak time 
on a Saturday is a top-level 
operation. More so if you need 
to squeeze in your errands-run-
ning into two hours – the 
maximum time allowed in zones 
1–2. An hour in a public garage 
is cheaper, except in the one 
on the Flower Square, which 
charges 12KN/h. Cars can stay in 

Zagorje: the cradle 
of life since the 
Stone Age
Venture behind Za-
greb’s Medvednica 
mountain into the 
verdant countryside 
with mellow rolling 
hills and stunning 
medieval castles, like Trakošćan 
and Veliki Tabor, today turned into 
museums. For a trip back in time, 
head to Krapina’s high-tech Ne-
anderthal Museum, an excavation 
site and multimedia showroom of 
life in the Stone Age. Spice it up 
with a glass of local white or red 
wine at hilltop Vuglec Breg restau-
rant nearby.

Tip: Don’t leave Zagorje without 
tasting the traditional free-range 
turkey with mlinci (local pasta).

N

from Zagreb
90 min

Parking zones ripple out but garages 
work non-stop and fill e-cars

EXCHANGE RATES, 
(BUY RATE, MARCH 30, 2016)
€ 1 7,55; $ 1 6,76; JPY 100 5,98

a public garage throughout a 
day, with no threat of being 
towed away to Zagreb Fair 
(charge: from 750KN). Five 
public garages have electric 
car battery chargers.



ZOO

11 12

Prvo jezero

Drugo jezero

Treće jezero

Peto jezero

Maksimir  park
Četvrto jezero

BEANS ON LABOR DAY, EVERYTHING ELSE YEAR ROUND

MORE INFO

APPS

Zagreb  
be There

Meet in 
Zagreb

Zagreb  
Places

PEPPERMINT 
GETS HOTTER 
AT NEW PEPER

4am

LAST  
MINUTE

For a lasting memory 
of Zagreb, take a one-
of-a-kind selfie. Climb 
up to the Strossmay-
er Promenade in the 
Upper Town and search 
for a man on a bench 
enjoying a wow view 
of the city. This is the 
Croatian poet Antun 
Gustav Matoš,  Zagreb’s 
most photographed 
sculpture. For a perfect 
selfie, join him on the 
bench, lean against him 
or fall into his lap.

Croatia may be a coun-
try of wildly disparate 

regions but take a look at 
Zagreb’s green markets 
and the veggie abundance 
appearing around Easter. 
It’s right here that north 
and south, right and left 
coexist in harmony. Dark 
leafy greens from Dalma-

Green 
explosion

The cult Peppermint 
club moved 30 meters 
down the street into the 
old Maraschino cafe, 
at the corner of Ilica 5 
and Margaretska 1. Top-
notch fun moved with it 
too, and is now spread 
over two floors, a base-
ment and a terrace. 
Good times are guaran-
teed by DJ Tomo Ricov 
and his team. Peper is 
open every day: daily 
groove from noon, live 
DJ sets till dawn. 

A selfie that 
never fades

tia are the early heralds 
of spring – baby spinach, 
collard greens, mišancija 
(a combo of aromatic ed-
ible wild herbs), cabbage, 
kale, Swiss chard and 
the first wild asparagus. 
They are soon joined by 
spring onions and rad-
ishes from Zagreb’s rural 
hinterland, must-have 
items of the traditional 
Easter breakfast meal. 
The perfect way to wake 
up to the new season is 
by joining asparagus and 
spring onions with the 
symbolic egg in an om-
elet that shouts spring. 
Calories per serving: 250 cal
Eat at Vinodol for 35KN+

Don't waste paper. Use it or . . .

Parking zones ripple out but garages 
work non-stop and fill e-cars

90 dB
maximum 

allowed noise in 
Zagreb cafes. 
Live concerts  

go up to  
110 dB. 

Exclamation
Lower Town tenants pro-
tested against the noise 
coming from Zagreb ca-
fes and bars and asked 
for the closing hours to 
be moved back to mid-

night. Their request 
was refused. Explana-

tion: Zagreb has al-
ways been a tourist 
destination, and so 
bars, eateries and 
terraces must stay 

open until 2am.

TASTE OF ZAGREB

powered by 
Taste of Croatia

To most locals, the multicolored high-rise in Laginjina street is the prettiest 
building in town. When it was designed by Ivo Vitić in 1960, it boasted wooden 

sun shades in Mondrian-like colors. The run-down beauty is finally up for resto-
ration, with the opening expected next year. 

Colorful highrise gets all jazzed up
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Opened in 1794 and 
named after Bishop 
Maksimilijan Vrhovec, 
Maksimir is the oldest 
landscaped forest in this 
part of Europe. It once 
had a golf course and a 
steamboat gliding across 
a lake. Today, it remains 
the locals’ favorite nature 
spot. Its 316 hectares of 
green are the go-to for 
sports, socializing and 
outings. Come Labor Day, 
crowds gather for a bean 
soup, traditionally free of 
charge. At the ‘Willy’ The sculpture of a disk 

thrower, made in an ancient Greek style 
by Vanja Radauš, stands on the corner 
between Maksimirska and Svetice 
roads. It was recently restored but ever 
since it came up in 1957, it’s been a 
meeting point for Maksimir visitors. 

Dinamo Stadium
Maksimir football stadium was built in 1921 and reconstructed to 

its present never-quite-finished shape in 1997. It got another 
facelift in 2011. Apart from football matches, the stadium has also 

hosted large concerts by David Bowie, U2, Robbie Williams...

Zoo awaits the giraffes
Built 90 years ago, Zagreb Zoo and its seven 
hectares of land are home to three hundred 
animals. Most recent arrivals include an 
anteater and a female griffin vulture called 
Mojca. Next up are giraffes. 

A kiosk uphill The Belvedere or simply the 
Kiosk is perched on top of a small hill from 
where a number of paths branch off. The 
Kiosk, just like two other Maksimir landmarks 
– the Swiss House and the Obelisk – was 
built in 1843. It’s a go-to for coffee. 

Five lakes Maksimir has five lakes, with numbers as names. The first three are next 
to the Zoo; the last two are for farming fish. The fifth lake is the biggest: six meters 
deep and three hectares wide. There used to be lake number six but it was dried out. 

The architect wanted his own studio on the top floor but 
feared the tenants’ reactions. Tenants have campaigned for 

the restoration of the high-rise since 2004.  
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