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In August, when the bar hits 40 degrees and asphalt begins to melt, don’t forget that a beach is 
just around the corner. Try one of five blue–flag Jarun beaches*, public pools, Bundek or the 

fountainside benches at Zagreb’s entrance. Zrinjevac park’s manicured lawn is a beloved retreat in 
the shade of plane trees. Go on, cool down! *Jarun’s lakewater gets warmer than the sea in August, 

and you can always find towel space.

Brace for heat, head to the beach 
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TUNE INTO ZAGREB’S 
GREATEST LOVE STO-
RY Just like the ill–fated 
Romeo and Juliet, the tale 
of Dora and Pavao was 
the greatest love story of 
Zagreb. Doomed from the 
start because of their back-
grounds, the goldsmith’s 
daughter and the noble-
man’s son liven up Gold-
smith’s Treasure, the novel 
by August Šenoa set in 16th–
century Zagreb. Visit Dora’s 
statue at the entrance to 
the Stone Gate.

AUGUST 2017

ZAGREB’S 100–METER–HIGH 
SKYLINE: CENTIMETERS MATTER!
The only building in Zagreb that soars above 100 meters is the 
Cathedral, with its two belfries counting a four–meter 
difference between them. At just 66.5 meters, the city’s first 
skyscraper built in 1958 at Ilica 1 barely makes the capital’s top 
20 today. Building B on Strojarska street has been ranking 
tallest since 2015, when it beat the Zagreb Stock Market, 
completed in 2006. The famed Zagrepčanka long held the 
record for tallest skyscraper in town, at 95 meters in height; 
that’s 109 meters including the radio mast. Zagreb’s 100–me-
ter–high club rounds off with the Dražen Petrović Memorial 
Center in Savska.

Hladovina
( hladoveena)
Shade, Schatten, Ombre, 
Sombra, Ombra

陰, 그늘,
阴凉处

100 FIREFIGHTERS 
from the city of Zagreb, 
two of them women, 
helped save Dalmatia 
from terrible wildfires. 
Welcomed home as 
heros, they’ve had no 
rest; they’re on call 
round the clock.  
@vatrogasci.zagreb.hr
MEGAHOSPITAL at 
the edge of the city will 
be finished, after all.  
According to the city 
plans, the former uni-
versity hospital should 
greet its first patients as 
early as 2020.
HOT WATER isn’t the 
most important thing 
you need during sum-
mer, but in Novi Zagreb, 
citizens will need to do 
with – cold. Hot water 
pipeline repairs go on 
until Aug 15. 
LION OR LIONESS? 
The month-old sea lion 
cub is still hiding its 
gender. It could be a girl, 
but maybe only daddy 
Zagi knows for sure. 
Find more info @zoo.hr

TALLEST ZG BUILDINGS*

Cathedral 
– 108 m
tallest 
building in 
Croatia

Building B 
– 96.15 m
town’s 
newest 
skyscraper

Eurotower 
– 96 m
Zagreb Stock 
Market 
headquarters

Zagrepčanka 
– 95 m
512 race  
steps to the 
top

Cibona 
Tower –  
92 m
Agrokor 
headquarters

*Heating plant – 204 m
Trešnjevka and Savica 
stacks – the tallest 
constructions in Zagreb
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ANJA MUTIĆ

Street 
wisdom

Author of Lonely Planet Croatia, writes for 
New York Magazine and The Washington 

Post. Follow her at @everthenomad

Back in June as part of Design 
District Zagreb 2017, I ran 

Zagreb’s first Street Wisdom, a 
powerful guided experience that 
uses the streets as an invisible uni-
versity. It was a small and inspiring 
group of women who joined me that 
Saturday morning. The idea was to 
see Zagreb – and their own lives – 
from another angle, with a twist. A 
rediscovery of the city we all knew 
well. Or so we thought.

We walked through the neigh-
borhood around Martićeva 

street with our senses sharpened, 
accessing the streets to find fresh 
answers to big life questions. In 
those three hours, I saw so much 
about Zagreb I never noticed be-
fore. Tiny things. Small signs. Rich 
detail I probably walk past daily and 
never pay attention to. And it made 
me realize that cities hold the key 
to all our life questions and answers 
are everywhere. Literally. You just 
have to open up and look for them.

The very idea behind Street Wis-
dom is to show participants that 

every moment is extraordinary and 
every street is full of inspiration. 
In fact, there’s no such thing as 
an ordinary street, just ordinary 
thinking. The experience rekindled 
my love of Zagreb. It’s now August, 
the hottest and the emptiest month, 
and the perfect time for a Street 
Wisdom. You can even run your 
own. Find out more here:  
www.streetwisdom.org/sign–up/. 

WHAT
WHERE
WHEN

ZAGREB 
SUPERHEROES MONOVIEW

Close up and personal 
with Zagreb’s museums

HIDDEN ZAGREB

The most photogenic 
place in town? The 
Upper Town streets

Julien Duval, French photographer and Zagreb local

Zagreb’s greatest bohemian
A policeman walks over to a man 

sleeping on a bench and wakes him up. 
When it dawns on him who the man 
is, the cop begins to apologize. ‘No 

worries, but you could’ve woken up my 
subtenant too,’ he says and points to 
someone else under the bench. That 

was Tin Ujević, Zagreb’s truest bohemi-
an, and this is one of many anecdotes 
about him told to this day. He was one 
of Croatia’s greatest poets who lived 
on streets and in café–bars. He quar-

reled with Krleža, hung out with Matoš 
and today, the statue of him walking 

stands on Varšavska street, en route to 
Blato, his favorite tavern (today’s Tip 

Top on Masarykova). 

In the last seven years 
that you’ve lived in Za-
greb, you photographed 
almost every corner of 
the city. What are Za-
greb’s most photogenic 
places?
There are of course the 
classic spots I love to 
capture, like Tomislav 
square or the streets 
from the perspective 
of the Upper Town. But 
it’s also interesting to 
discover new photogenic 
spots as Zagreb gets 

richer with street art.
Many of your photos of Zagreb feature the 
city’s dramatic skies and sunsets. What’s 
so special about the Zagreb sky?
Most of the streets have a west–to–east ori-
entation. So when the sun sets, it’s pretty 
easy to find a good composition, as the sun 
fits perfectly into the frame. Checking out 
Zagreb’s sunsets is part of my daily routine. 
You love taking photos of music events and 
concerts. What are you favorite spots in 
Zagreb?
Indeed, I dedicate a lot of my time to 
festivals and concerts. Apart from INmusic 
Festival, which is the highlight of Zagreb’s 
music scene, I really appreciate going to 
Tvornica. Their program always features 
great bands and performances.
Where and how do you like to chill in 
Zagreb?
I love Sljeme so I regularly spend some 
time hiking or cycling the mountain. In the 
city, Zrinjevac is one of my favorite spots 
for unwinding.
What’s the best way to spend August in 
Zagreb?
Zagreb is usually very hot during August 
so I look for fresh air in the shades of 
Medvednica mountain or I watch movies at 
Kino Europa.

On the long list of Zagreb’s fab muse-
ums, memorial spaces are true hidden 

gems. At Krležin Gvozd 23, sneak inside 
the Miroslav Krleža Memorial Space (Tue 
11am–5pm), home of Croatia’s famed writ-
er. The first Croatian woman journalist 
Marija Jurić Zagorka has her own Me-
morial Apartment at Dolac 8 (Tue & Thu 
11am–4pm). Lastly, don’t skip the home of 
architect Viktor Kovačić at Masarykova 21 
(Thu 10am–5pm). 

TRENDY PICNIC  
IN THE OLD ZAGREB
Lovers of healthy food, 
hurry to Vranyczany Pla-
teau in the Upper Town 
to enjoy a one–of–a–kind 
picnic. Every Thursday 
from 5pm (Aug 3–31), cool 
down on a blanket with a 
fruit or veggie smoothie or 
pamper your sweet tooth 
with raw desserts and 
organic ice cream – fresh 
from the farm to the old-
est part of Zagreb.  
@mali–plac.org
THE LIVELIEST  
GARDEN IN TOWN
Head to the edges of the 
magical Tuškanac forest 
and chill in the fab Pop Up 
Summer Garden (every 
day throughout August). 
Quench your thirst with a 
swanky cocktail, move to 
DJ–spun music or switch 
to the nearby Tuškanac 
summer stage where 
movies are screened under 
starry skies. During the 
day, take kids along for a 
range of great workshops. 
#PopUpSummerGarden
SOAK UP SPOOKY 
ZAGREB LEGENDS
Every Saturday, join the 
nocturnal interactive 
tour Secrets of Grič to 
discover the mystical side 
of Zagreb. Get ready for 
spooky stories that fuse 
history, romance and local 
legends. Show up on the 
corner of Ilica and Mesnič-
ka streets at 9pm and look 
out for a man wearing a 
black cloak. From there on, 
follow the light of a lantern 
as you’re shown Zagreb’s 
famous locations under 
the veil of night.  
@tajnegrica.hr

SWIRL TO RETRO BEATS
Ready to get into the 
rhythm of old Zagreb? 
Then hit Dance Evenings 
in Zrinjevac park Aug 
4–13 (7–11pm) and relive 
the beats from the 1950s 
to 70s. The dance floor 
is as big as the park and 
the sounds of the popular 
rock, jazz and swing num-
bers are irresistible. Hint 
– even if you arrive alone, 
dancing is the best way to 
meet people.  
#SummerInZagreb

ZAGREB’S SUN 
FITS PERFECTLY 
INTO THE PHOTO 
FRAME AS MOST 
STREETS HAVE A 
WEST–TO–EAST 
ORIENTATION



A day in... Zagreb's 
summer cinemas

QuiZG

Gradec Summer Cinema
Set up at the stunning Upper Town 
terrace lined with chestnuts, this open 
air cinema goes under the nickname 
‘Your favorite filmbox under a million 
stars.’ Grab a seat and a drink and 
you’ll see why. @ljetnokinogradec.hr

Summer in Europe Cinema The 
award-winning Europe cinema show-
cases various arthouse film festivals 
throughout the year. Come summer, their 
program ‘In case you missed’ lets you 
catch up on your favorite classics and 
movies you’ve missed. @kinoeuropa.hr

Summertime screenings at 
Kaptol Centar Though housed in the 
Kaptol shopping center, this state-of-
the-art designer cinema focuses on 
indie and foreign titles. Pick a mov-
ie-themed cocktail at the on-site Wow 
bar or watch an acrobatic arts show 
every Saturday before the matinee.  
@kaptolcinema.hr

Honestly, close 
shop in August

Global anthropologist and Zagreb writer with a 
twist. Follow her at @travelhonestly.com

ANDREA PISAC

Tuškanac Summer Stage Get ready 
for a unique screening experience when 
you settle in Tuškanac forest with the 
starry sky above. Film festivals change 
every week. Dokukino featuring new 
and music documentaries (Aug 1-13) is 
followed by a week of musicals (Aug 
15-20). @centarcesarec.hr

It hasn’t even been two months since this fresh spot opened in 
the trendy “design district” of Zagreb and it’s already a favor-

ite neighborhood haunt. On the site of the former Divas bistro, it 
comes with style and panache, showcasing interiors with a twist. 
Think stacked-up sand bags as tables, scaffolding on the ceiling, 
empty picture frames and roof tiles on the walls and menus glued 
on trowels. The muted colors – greys, yellows and greens – add a 
cool vibe, and there’s a verdant touch to it all, with willow trees 
in the smoking area tucked away in the back and a tall Benjamin 

Before Zagreb shot to its tourist fame, 
August was known as a slump time. 

The city was emptied out of people as 
everyone, including all the fun, migrated 
south to the Croatian coast. The (un)
fortunate ones who were left behind had 
the whole city to themselves. And they 
marveled at this peculiar, if slightly for-
lorn, standstill. 
Now there’s hardly any downtime in Za-
greb. The city brims with people and fun, 
and the old August slump survives only in 
the cracks. Like when you arrive to your 
favorite restaurant only to be greeted with 
a notice: ‘closed for collective holidays.’ 
It’s annoying, isn’t it? Then to take the 
edge off, you head to your favorite bar and 
bam: it’s closed for refurbishment. Even 
as a slump time buff, I dreaded the ‘closed 
for’ notices. But not any more. Now I see 
them as a sign of a living city that is never 
too afraid to close shop to unwind. So 
whenever the August slump messes with 
your plans – relish in it. It teaches you how 
to stop and enjoy the sweetness of doing 
nothing.  

Tip: To play safe, hang out in Tkalča, the 
street that never closes for seaside holidays. 

NEW Get with the program at Zagreb’s  
cool new café-bar in the design district 

1. Ilica was Zagreb’s first 
paved street. Since when?
a) 1900
b) 1910
c) 1920

2. What was the highest 
temperature ever measured in 
Zagreb?
a) 39.9° C
b) 40.2° C
c) 40.4° C

3. Where in Zagreb was Josef 
K.’s office in The Trial filmed 
by Orson Welles?
a) Novi Zagreb
b) Trnje
c) Trešnjevka

BONUS 
QUESTION
Asteroid 187700 was named 
after the city of Zagreb. 
When was it discovered?
a) 2002
b) 2008
c) 2011

ANSWERS
1 b, in 1910, when Ilica was paved 
for the city’s first electric tram.
2 c, 40.4 degrees celsius were 
measured in the shade during the 
summer of 1950 in Maksimir park.
3 a, the office from Kafka’s 
vision was filmed in the hall of 
the Zagreb Fair.
Bonus b, Asteroid Zagreb 
between Mars and Jupiter was 
discovered in 2008 by the Cikota 
brothers. 

Closed on Sun evenings; 
www.facebook.com/programbar/

at the center. 
Program makes for a perfect daytime 
hangout or a lovely spot for an eve-
ning drink on the alfresco tables that 
line the leafy square. Munch on glu-
ten-free goodies like leek or pumpkin 
zlevka (a type of quiche) and cakes 
such as orange cardamom. Those of 
you who want to detox, don’t miss the 



"You don’t need a lot 
of money to eat well, 
but you do have to 
know where to eat."

COOL
TURE

ZGBLOG

DURAN DURAN, 80’s 
pop icons, take over 
Šalata on Aug 29. The 
last gig they played in 
Zagreb was 16 years 
ago; this summer 
they tour the world. 
The open–air concert 
starts after 8pm. 
#duranduran

THE KILLS, the Anglo–
American indie duo, 
visit Zagreb for the 
first time. Catch them 
live in Tvornica on 
Saturday, Aug 19. @
tvornica.hr

PAUL VAN DYK, 
world–famous DJ, plays 
his records at Jarun 
Lake Aug 25. The party 
starts at Gallery club at 
10pm. @gallery.hr

ORGAN OF THE 
ZAGREB CATHEDRAL 
FESTIVAL lasts all 
summer long. Don’t 
miss Dutch organist 
Pieter van Dijk on Aug 
24. On the repertoire 
are Bach and Brahms. 
More info @zagreb–
cathedral.org 

ZAKAJ VOLIM 
ZAGREB, exhibition 
of the best photos 
from the namesake 
Facebook page, calls 
on visitors till early 
September at Zagreb 
City Museum. Find out 
more @mgz.hr

hit drink – charcoal lemonade 
served in a tall wine glass. Fear 
not, it’s not all healthy snacks 
and drinks though. Program also 
serves local craft beer like Nova 
Runda and Garden, a good selec-
tion of Istrian rakija (try the wild 
pear) and a solid selection of 
Croatian wines. 

Hunting  
down Zagreb’s 
comfort food
Ana and Anton are on a mission 
to find the best foodie places in 
Zagreb. Going beyond the usual 
suspects, they are the happiest 
to discover tiny joints with only 
a few perfect items on the menu. 
Dig their Zagreb Food Stories 
blog featuring delicious sections, 
such as Finger Lickin’, Quick 
Bites, Burgers and Sweet Tooth. 
The reviews are honest, written 
usually after visiting a place 
more than once.  
@zagrebfoodstories.com

MORE INFO

NEW Get with the program at Zagreb’s  
cool new café-bar in the design district 
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GET TIED UP
Croatia is the homeland of the tie 
(cravat). Buy this original 
Croatian product in Croata salons, 
located at Kaptol 13 and Ilica 5 
(inside the Oktogon passage-
way).  

BOTANICAL  
GARDEN FOR FREE
Zagreb Botanical Garden is free 
and open every day from mor-
ning to dusk – a policy in opera-
tion since its opening in 1891. The 
Garden was the city’s gift to the 
University of Zagreb provided it 
kept free entrance.

TIPS FOR  
STREET MUSICIANS
If the music moves you, a 
5KN coin (0.66 euro), the 
one with the brown bear, will do 
the trick.  

THE MOST USEFUL CARD
With Zagreb Card tourists get 
free transport and 
six attractions, 
plus ticket disco-
unts for more than 
80 locations. Daily 
card is 98 KN, a 
three–day card 
is 135 KN. A ride 
on the funicular is 
included.
@zagrebcard.com

HELPZAGREB

1121717+385 1

YELLOW PAGE

TAXI
TIPS&TRICKS

From west to east, Zagreb’s elev-
en bridges have yet to tame the 
mighty Sava river. Modern-day 
Zagreb is inextricably bound to 
the river, though its riverbanks, 
lined with anti-flooding mounds, 
are not the liveliest of hubs. With 
the recently revamped Sava 
Bridge, painted into Green Bridge 
with special lighting, the Program 
Sava project has begun. The story 
goes that Zagreb’s first bridge 
was near Jarun at the start of the 
17th century. But really, the first 
pontoon bridge was built for the 
Austro-Hungarian emperor’s visit 
in 1776. The Wooden Brige dates 
back to 1783, not far from today’s 
Sava Bridge built in 1939. The 
most recent crossing across Sava 
is the Homeland Bridge, today’s 
highway towards the new airport. 
What’s next on the bridge front?

Join the pilgrims 
in Marija Bistrica
Celebrated 
throughout Croatia, 
the Assumption of 
Mary (Aug 15) is 
especially lofty in 
Marija Bistrica, the 
country’s biggest 
Marian pilgrimage site. Head 50 
km north of Zagreb to join thou-
sands of Christians in a heart–
and–soul celebration. On quieter 
days, visit the beautiful church 
of Our Lady of the Snow that 
features the 15th–century statue of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary with the 
infant Jesus.

N

from Zagreb
60 min

Don't waste paper. Use it or ... . .

The history of 
Zagreb in 11 
bridges

EXCHANGE RATES, 
(BUY RATE, AUGUST 1 2017)
€ 1 7.43; $ 1 6.38; JPY 100 5.71

ALL ZG BRIDGES ON 
THE SAVA RIVER
(from west to east)

1. Zaprešić (1980)
2. Podsused (1982)
3. Jankomir (1958)
4. Adriatic (1981)
5. Sava (1938)
6. Green (1939)
7. Liberty (1959)
8. Youth (1974)
9. Railway (1968)
10. Homeland (2007)
11. Ivanja Reka (1981)

Tip: Pick a 
handcrafted 
wooden toy, 
a UNESCO–
protected 
intangible 
heritage, from any 
souvenir shop in 
Marija Bistrica. 
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ATTACK! THE 
EX-DRUG  
FACTORY

4am

LAST  
MINUTE
Steal a heart to take back 
home One of Zagreb’s 
slogans is ‘the city with 
a million hearts.’ Its tra-
ditional souvenir is the 
licitar heart, a red heart–
shaped gingerbread with 
colorful decorations. If 
you haven’t picked it up 
during your visit, make a 
last–minute dash to one 
of the souvenir shops on 
Bakačeva or Radićeva 
streets. Pass on the Za-
greb love to your friends 
at home. 

Midsummer alert: 
luscious tomatoes in 

every shape and color have 
arrived! Snag this aromatic 
local fruit at the market 
and you’ll never want out–

Red, juicy, 
sweet-smelling 
tomatoes

Looking for a vibe differ-
ent from typical house 
clubs? Head over to Attack 
club in the ex–pharma fac-
tory Medika in the center 
of town. This alternative 
culture hotspot with its 
distinctive graffiti–covered 
entrance is a weekend go–
to for punk, ska and jazz 
concerts, or live DJ gigs. 
Find the program of this 
factory–turned–club online  
@attack.hr

homemade ketchup, 
paste, salsa, pelati, 
sauce… all to be savored 
on a colder day. Fresh 
warm tomato sauce 
accompanies a typical 
Zagreb lunch of cooked 
beef with mashed pota-
toes. Top off this simple 
dish with refreshingly 

sweet tomato and 
you get a must–
have summer 
meal. 
Bistro Fotić, portion 

45KN, kcal 528

Zagreb  
offers 300 

kilometers’ worth 
of bicycle paths, 

plus 562 bike 
parking spots.

Bike aboard! 
Zagreb ranks sixth in the 
EU by the number of bike 
riders in the public trans-
port system. With 10.1% 

bikers, Zagreb is nowhere 
near European champi-
ons like Copenhagen or 
Amsterdam. But it’s not 
far from the third in line: 

Berlin with 13%. Over 
200,000 citizens cycle 
through Zagreb each 

day, 3000 passing 
the bike count 

totem on Stjepan 
Radić square.

TASTE OF ZAGREB

powered by 
Taste of Croatia

Check out Zagreb like you’ve never seen it before – from the air. A young 
Zagreb local has been filming Zagreb From Above with a drone since this 

spring. Prepare to be stunned when you tune into his spectacular bird’s eye 
view photos on Facebook and Instagram: @zagreb.from.above

Check out Zagreb from the air
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of–season greenhouse 
veggies again. Take your 
pick from juicy Oxheart 
tomatoes, best for simple 
summer salads; plum 
sort, ideal for winter 
harvest; or tomatoes 
dried under the sizzling 
sun. You can also nibble 
on sweet cherry toma-
toes as if they 
were grapes. 
To stretch out 
this fruit’s short 
lifespan, cook 
and stash away: 
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THE MOST DELIGHTFUL LEGWORK IN THE CITY

SCHLOSSER STEPS
162 monumental steps 
lead to the opulent Šala-
ta neighborhood. Run-
ners skip them in their 
daily training despite the 
plateaus with benches 
sprinkled in between. 

CAPUCHIN STEPS
Half way along Mesnička, swirl onto the 
wooden Capuchin steps. Their name is the 
only reminder of the Capuchin monastery 
that once existed in Zagreb. 

FELBINGER STEPS
Passing along the house of architect 
Bartol Felbinger, they connect Radićeva 
and Tkalča. Stop midway and admire the 
terraced vineyard in the city center. 

When you explore different routes from the Lower to the Upper Town, you’ll notice the 
city’s unique feature – staircases. Unlike boastful main streets, Zagreb’s staircases hide 
among buildings and softly meander between the most popular spots. You’ll need to poke 
inside dimly lit passageways to find where they begin but once you discover these 
shortcuts, you’ll love the legwork they require. 

ZAKMARDI STEPS
Named after the founder 
of the Croatian State 
Archives, these impres-
sive stone steps connect 
Radićeva with the Upper 
Town. Watch out for the 
very narrow entry. 

TOMIĆEVA STREET  
STEPS Skip a ride on  

the Funicular and take  
these steep wooden steps  
that line both sides of the  

cable tracks. The view from  
above is worth the effort. 

Ban 
Jelačić
Square


