
Zagreb’s countdown to spring is marked by the Festival 
of Lights. After a two-year break due to the pandemic, 
imagination, art and light technologies are coming together 
once again, sending messages of hope, unity and peace from 
the lit-up Upper and Lower towns. festivalsvjetlazagreb.hr
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Do the window  
shopping
When you find 
yourself on Zagreb’s 
main square, turn 
west into Ilica street 
- the city’s main 
artery lined with 
artisan shops and 
boutiques. Do some 
window shopping. 
But be prepared to 
swoon over unique 
hand-crafted shoes. 
It’s spring and it may 
just be time for new 
shoes. If not the new 
ones, then count on 
having your current 
ones masterfully 
fixed.

Imagination and light for peace

THE BEST VIEWS BREAK AT NOON
The shot from the Grič cannon returned Zagreb back to 
normal. Almost two years since the first devastating 
earthquake in 2020, the 140-year-long tradition has 
been restored exactly at noon. The cannon that 
allegedly scared the Turks away in the 19th century, and 
was silenced only during WWI, is again the favorite 
attraction for visitors, firing at noon every day from the 
fourth floor of Lotrščak Tower. The tower also features 
the best vistas of Zagreb from its top dome.

the cannon stopped 
firing due to the 
earthquake

The chronology of Lotrščak tower

1266 tower built on the southern entrance to Gradec

1646 tower gets a bell and the name Lotrščak

1857 Lotrščak gets a wooden 
lookout tower

1877

2020

the first shot fired 
at noon from the 
Grič cannon
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WHEN THE EARTH SHAKES, 
the exhibit at the Technical 
Museum Nikola Tesla, deals 
with the recent earthquake in 
Zagreb and central Croatia. 
Learn about how earthquakes 
happen, magnitude 
measuring, tectonic plates, 
and all about the causes and 
effects of earth tremors. For 
all ages, through March 13.  
@tmnt.hr
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SMELL THE FLOWERS
Visit Splavnica, a line 
of stalls just below 
the entrance to Dolac 
market. Pick a bunch of 
mimosa flowers, pussy 
willows, daffodils and 
hyacinths – all beauti-
fully arranged by local 
women. 

PREPARE  
FOR THE RAIN
The skies of Zagreb are 
notoriously deceptive 
in spring. Have your 
umbrella ready on 
most days, even the 
sunny ones. Cerovečki 
umbrellas are the city’s 
iconic brand and you 
can even get yours re-
paired in their shop.

BOOT UP FOR SLJEME
With warmer and lon-
ger days, the people 
of Zagreb begin their 
ritual weekend hikes 
to Sljeme. Numerous 
mountain huts offer 
simple delicious grub, 
but if you want to avoid 
the crowds and visit 
on a workday, head to 
Puntijarka hut. 

DO THE LEGWORK
Steep south-north 
facing streets of Za-
greb’s Upper Town are 
all connected with a 
network of stairs. Peep 
around building corners 
to find them, then start 
hopping up and down. 
It’s a perfect spring 
exercise.

You lived, worked and taught at 
various places around the world, 
and even performed at Carnegie Hall 
in New York. What are the favorite 
projects you’ve done in Zagreb?
My personal highlight was the big 
concert I had at Lisinski in Feb 2020, 
right before the pandemic. I love 
the scat circle workshops that I run 
regularly, focused on finding your 
true voice through improvisation. I 
also love the showcases that I’ve been 
organizing for my vocal students, 
which take place in different music 
clubs all over Zagreb. Check out the 
lineup at  

 lelakaplowitzofficial. 
 
You spent five years living in New 
York and one year in London. What 
made you move to Zagreb and what 
do you appreciate most about  
living here?
I got a role in Footloose the musical, 
which was staged at SC, and moved 

my whole family 
from Rijeka to 
Zagreb. I fell for 
the city and have 
been discovering 
its beauty ever 
since. I love the 
size of Zagreb 
and the fact there 
are lot of parks, 
trees and nature 
incorporated into 
even the most 
populated areas, 
including the city 
center itself. 

1 What’s the name of the stray dog on 
the monument by Oktogon? 
a) Rex 
b) Garo
c) Pluto
 
2 How many 
mountaineering trails are 
there on Medvednica? 
a) 60
b) 70
c) 80

3 What was King Tomislav square 
named until 1927?
a) L
b) T
c) Z

Answers
1 The name of the dog who died guarding 
the construction site in Bogovićeva was 
Pluto. 
2 b, there are 70 different trails on 
Medvednica, as well as 16 mountain huts 
and lodges. 
3 King Tomislav square was initially called 
Square L, back when squares were marked 
by letters and streets by numbers. 

QUIZG

Singer-
songwriter with 
soul and a soft 
spot for Zagreb 

Lela Kaplowitz, jazz vocalist, songwriter 
& vocal educator

IVO POGORELIĆ, one of the greatest 
contemporary pianists, performs 
in Lisinski Hall on March 12. The 
program features Chopin, Pogorelić’s 
favorite composer since his 
very beginnings and the 
first album from 1981, 
a Chopin recital that 
became one of the 
world’s bestselling 
albums of classical 
music. @lisinski.hr

EVERYONE 
MUST SING A 
SONG INSIDE 
THE ECHO 
PAVILLION IN 
MAKSIMIR 
PARK

What are your go-tos for live music in 
Zagreb?
You can always catch great jazz, blues, 
soul and rock at KCM in Mesnička, at 
Močvara near the Sava river and at 
Tvornica Kulture. 

Share your favorite Zagreb places 
with amazing acoustics. 
The most acoustically wonderful place 
in Zagreb is the Echo Pavillion in Mak-
simir park. I also love the beautifully 
hidden Grič tunnel. Everyone should 
visit these two spots and sing a song 
to fully enjoy the great acoustics.
 
Your go-to spring hideaways in Za-
greb?
I love Savski nasip (the Sava river 
embankment) in its whole length. 
Savica lake is a magical place to visit 
in spring, especially so because no 
one knows about it. Sljeme is great 
for hiking, and I also love Jarun and 
Bundek early in the morning or during 
the work hours when there’s hardly 
anyone there. 

Reveal your top three Zagreb secrets.
Definitely the Tuškanac forest park, 
the recently opened Bistro Fetiš on 
Martićeva street (I love their teas) and 
Oaza, a vegan restaurant on Radićeva 
that serves the most delicious soups. 



LADO ELECTRO by the LADO 
folklore ensemble is a project that 
crowns 20 years of mixing traditional 
and electronic music with a concert  
in Tvornica Kulture on March 26.  
@tvornicakulture.com

THE STRANGE, the Croatian band headed 
by Chrisom Eckman, the front man of The 
Walkabouts, performs on March 31  
@vintageindustrial-bar.com

VALJAK & FRIENDS, a concert dedicated to  
the recently passed Aki Rahimovski, singer of 
Parni Valjak, takes place in Arena on March 26.  
@zagrebarena.hr

FLAMENCO FESTIVAL ZAGREB will be staged 
at Lisinski Hall on March 26. @lisinski.hr

ZAGREB LIGHTS UP 

ROOTS AND WINGS  
in Klovićevi Dvori gallery 
is not to be missed: 
three collections of the 
great Croatian painter 
Vlaho Bukovac are on 
display. Works from his 
life in Cavtat, Zagreb and 
Vienna, some exhibited 
for the first time, can be 
seen through May 22.  
@gkd.hr
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This spring, the light shines on Zagreb yet again with its 4th edi-
tion of Festival of Lights. From March 16 through March 20, the 

city will brighten up and amaze with 32 light installations in 31 dif-
ferent locations all over the city. Croatian and international artists 
are using the city’s buildings, monuments, squares, promenades, 
surfaces and even the night sky as their canvas. Marking spring as 
a symbol of new energy and growth, this year’s festival also sends 
out a message of unity, tolerance and peace. Here are some of the 
highlights. For more, go to festivalsvjetlazagreb.hr. 

Europe's Beating Heart
Where: European Square
By: Edina Selesković
Make a wish for a better future 
for Europe with an interactive 
light sculpture that echoes the 
European heartbeat, along with 
3D mapping.

Laser show
Where: Tuškanac Summer Stage
By: Prolight 
The mesmerizing laser show at the 
open-air Tuškanac Summer Stage 
will showcase music by Maksim 
Mrvica as well as musical bits from 
Ero the Joker opera, paired with 
a gorgeous dance of lights by 
Atomic Dance Factory. Every 30 
minutes, starting at 6.30pm.

Earth
Where: The Flower Square  
(Cvjetni trg)
By: Berlin Festival of Lights
Check out the four-meter-high 
light art installation that reminds 
us earth is our one and only home, 
and we must stand together to 
care for it and protect it. 

Glow Run Race
Where: Marulić Square & other 
locations around the city 
By: URBAN entertainment
Wearing light, reflective details 
to convey the vibe of spring, 
participants visit different festival 
locations around the city, carrying 
with them the spirit of new energy 
and fresh starts.   

Interweaving 
Where: Mimara Museum
By: Berlin Festival of Lights
Take in this vivid story about the 
historical and cultural heritage of 
Zagreb and Croatia. See the splendid 
3D mapping on the grand building of 
the Mimara Museum; it will be projected 
every 15 minutes, starting at 6.30pm. 

Meadow
Where: Grič Tunnel
By: Status Group
Take in this magical meadow that 
popped up right in the central part of 
the Grič tunnel, and stroll along a path 
lined with illuminated colorful flowers, 
welcoming spring.

Swings in the Clouds
Where: Zrinjevac Park
By: Scuderia Zagreb 
Swing back to childhood on this 
interactive light installation that invites 
you to relive happy memories, with its 
luminous swings in the resplendent 
plane trees of Zrinjevac. 



Global anthropologist and Zagreb 
writer with a twist. Follow her at  

@travelhonestly.com

ANDREA PISAC

Honestly, enter 
the realm of light

ANJA MUTIĆ
writes for BBC Travel,  
the Washington Post  

and many more.  
Follow her at @everthenomad

Find 
your beat

Discover 
the lace of 
Lepoglava
North from Zagreb lies Lepoglava, 
a small town with big riches. It’s 
best known for the orna-
mental lace handcrafted 
here, protected as 
UNESCO intangible 
heritage. Admire 
the stunning pat-
terns and shapes 
of Lepoglava lace 
in the town’s Eco-
museum. Globally 
renowned, the craft 
has been preserved 
by local women who 
pass down the skill to 
younger generations. 

N

from Zagreb
60 min

Last night, I walked 
home from a 

dinner party. It was 
Saturday, around 
11pm, as I strolled 
through the city 
center. I passed 
several bars packed 
with people. Inside, 
there were live bands, 
there was dancing 
and you could sense 
a festive vibe. And 
then it dawned on 
me: there’s another 
Zagreb living along-
side mine. A Zagreb 
parallel to the city 
I inhabit. A Zagreb 
that’s alive and kick-
ing as I snuggle up 
with a book in hand 
– my typical evening 
these days.

I love all the many 
nuanced layers that 

cities have. So often 
we only really see the 
layers we seek out, 
not noticing there are 
so many other stripes 
of life coexisting with 
our own. As I walked 
the streets that Sat-
urday night, several 
of the bars I passed 
were completely new 
to me. And there were 
signs leading off into 
courtyards, prom-
ising more hidden 
spots with cocktails 
and cheerful vibes. 

It got me thinking 
how everyone can 

find their beat in 
Zagreb, the spot that 
speaks to them at 
that very moment in 
time. Whether it’s a 
theater play, a buzzy 
pub with a live band 
or a cosy drink at a 
local café-bar, the city 
is just the perfect size 
for choice. 

Tip: Check out Doma 
(in Croatian, at 
home), a recently 
opened café-bar on 
Skalinska street, right 
off Tkalčićeva. Small, 
charming and with the 
vibe of hanging out at 
someone’s apartment, 
it’s perfect for daytime 
coffee sipping and 
nightcaps. 

As the winter gives way to spring, 
we are drawn to spending more 

time outdoors. It’s the light – that 
soft flood of golden rays that wakes 
us up and pulls us in. We bask in the 
still bashful sunshine and watch 
the play of shadows on sidewalks. 
We are just having fun but some 
Zagreb photographers use light to 
create art.
As the word itself explains, 
photography is the light’s 
handwriting. For Zagreb’s famed 
photographer Tošo Dabac (1907—
1970), city streets were the canvas. 
Look for his opus ‘People of the 
Street’ and you’ll catch a glimpse 
of the 1930s Zagreb. If you’re a 
true photophile, don’t miss visiting 
Tošo Dabac Archives in Ilica 17. 

Today, we have street 
photographers chasing a 

slightly different vibe. Goran 
Čižmešija is the best-known style 
photographer who hunts for the 
most uniquely dressed people. If 
your clothes are a touch wayward 
and not necessarily branded, don’t 
be surprised if he stops and asks 
you to pose. You can see his large 
collection of street style pics, Style 
Seconds, on FB and IG. 

Looking for a tiny museum of 
photo cameras? Then find 

Bistro Fotić in Gajeva 25. This 
cozy place is owned by the Badrov 
family whose photo studios are the 
city’s institution.  

Tip: Sit down for lunch in Fotić and 
have your photos of Zagreb printed 
before you finish your dessert.

Tip: Visit the Church of the 
Immaculate Conception to see 
its opulent Baroque details and 
frescoes. 



THE MOST USEFUL CARD
With Zagreb Card, tourists get free transport and 
access to six attractions, plus ticket discounts for 56 
locations. The daily card is 98KN, a three−day card is 
135KN. @zagrebcard.com

Don't waste paper. Use it or ... . .

HELP

24-HOUR PHARMACIES

TAXI

112

NUMBERS

ZG APPS

Radio Taxi Zagreb (1717)
Zebra Taxi (072 9090)
RIDE2 Taxi (1616)
Taxi Cammeo (1212)
EKO Taxi (1414)
Uber

Ban Jelačić square 3, +385 1 48 16 198
Ilica 301, +385 1 37 50 321
Grižanska 4, +385 1 29 92 350
V. Holjevca 22, +385 1 65 25 425
Ozaljska 1, tel. +385 1 30 97 586

…find more ZG apps online @infozagreb.hr

Best of Zagreb  
The green elegance  
of Novi Zagreb
Seventy years ago, Zagreb crossed the Sava river and began 
sprawling to the south. The city grew in size but also in the 
architectural vision. Neighborhoods were carefully designed 
to include clean-lined building blocks, framed with expansive 
greenery. We call this network of parks The Blue Horseshoe of 
Novi (New) Zagreb. 

1. Bundek
With its lakes and trails, Bundek 
is a welcome refuge from the 
fast-paced city center. The park 
is a charming mix of semi-wild 
woodland and landscaped 
meadows with walking and 
cycling paths. Best of all, Bundek 
is home to the largest children’s 
playground in the city, as well as 
communal barbecue spots. 

2. Vjekoslav Majer Park
The first large green space south 
of Bundek is the park named after 
writer and poet Vjekoslav Majer. 
When you visit, remember that 
Zagreb’s iconic movie One Song 
A Day Takes Mischief Away is an 
adaptation of Majer’s novel Little 
Perica’s Diary. 

3 Utrina Dog Park
If people can be classified as dog- 
or cat-persons, maybe cities can, 
too. In Zagreb, people definitely 
have a big love for their canine 
friends, and this dog park in Utrina 
is their dream come true. Lots 
of space for running around and 
access to water to quench their 
pup’s thirst. 

4. Mamutica
The name of this building (it 
translates to “she mammoth”) speaks 
of its size. It features 1169 apartments, 
which house around 5000 people. 
Even though Mamutica is a 
monumental mass of concrete, the 
building is surrounded with expansive 
parks and greenery. Its residents love 
this urbanist balance. 

5. Newlyweds’ Park
There are about 8000 trees that make 
up this unusual park. The first one 
was planted in 1967 by a newlywed 
couple. In the following decade, 
numerous couples did the same, as 
a symbol of their growing love. The 
park’s centerpiece is the sculpture 
named The Newlyweds by Stipe 
Sikirica.

6. Museum of Contemporary Art
The design of this outstanding 
building is based on the abstract, 
meander-dominated work of Croatia’s 
foremost artist Julije Knifer. The 3500 
square meters of the permanent 
exhibition space showcase artworks 
by top Croatian and international 
artists. Do check the museum’s roof 
terrace, one of the best in the city. 

SIGHTRUN HISSTORY SPOTTED 
BY LOCALS 
ZAGREB

ZAGREB 
360
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84 gondolas
1500  

passengers/hourh

Gondola 10 
passengers

Ban Jelačić square

min

Ride

16

Sljeme

1030 m
Upper  
station

5017 m

754 m Altitude 
difference

Zagreb has a cable car to the 
top of Medvednica again. 
Brand-new, it connects Dolje 
to Sljeme in 16 minutes with 
modern gondolas, which sport 
Wi-Fi in addition to bicycle and 
ski racks. The old cable car to 
Sljeme was in use from 1963 
to 2007, when it broke down; 
it was then decided a new 
one would be built. The new 
route is one kilometer longer, 
meaning all the more time to 
take in the spectacular vistas 
of Zagreb and its rolling hills. 
The first departures on working 
days are at 9am, and at 8am on 
weekends; the last departures 
from Sljeme are at 5pm on 
weekdays and 6pm on Saturdays 
and Sundays. To reach it, take 
tram #15 from the terminal on 
Mihaljevac to Gračansko Dolje. 
@ zicarasljeme.com

877 m
Brestovac

267 m
Dolje

4am

LAST  
MINUTE

Nightlife is still on hold 
but Zagreb’s clubs are 
ready to return to the 
“old normal” and peo-
ple are eagerly waiting 
to hit the dance floors. 
Soon enough, party-go-
ers will forget all about 
“matinees” till midnight, 
and once again dance 
till daybreak. The list of 
places to have a good 
time is long; check it 
out @infozagreb.hr

THE END OF 
MATINEES TILL 
MIDNIGHT 
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30 stupnjeva
Editors:  
Anja Mutić, 
Andrea Pisac
Contact:
info@30stupnjeva.com
In partnership with 
Zagreb Tourist Board
Print: Stega tisak d.o.o.
www.zagreb4you.com

A passage to remember 
Zagreb Before you leave 
Zagreb, make room for 
another memorable 
treat. Walk through his-
toric Oktogon passage-
way that connects Ilica 
with Flower square. This 
architectural eye candy 
has just been revamped. 
Admire the octagonal 
square in the mid-
dle, decorated with a 
beautiful stained-glass 
dome. Oktogon is also 
home to the biggest 
shop that sells original 
Croatian ties.

There haven’t 
been any bears 

on Medvednica (‘bear 
mountain’) for centuries 
but other wild animals 

do occasionally wander 
into Zagreb. That’s 

when the ZOO crew 
comes into play. They 
return martens, deer, 
foxes, owls, escaped 
snakes, and even bat 
colonies, first to the 

recovery center, 
then back to 

nature.

To match the budding green cape of Zagreb’s treetops, 
invite different greens onto your menu. Hit the farmers’ 
markets to find sweet and floral peas: hello ajngemahtec 
chicken and veggie broth. Welcome wild asparagus and 
dandelion leaves: they match eggs prepared any style. 
Most of all, feast on a medley of foraged edible greens, 
known as mišancija. Make a pesto and eat with a simple 
pasta dish: this is a postcard from Dalmatia to Zagreb. 

Do not panic
 if you spot wildlife 

on the streets, just call 
the ZOO crew at 

012008354. Together with 
the vets and the tamers, 

they will save the  
lost beasts. 

Baby spinach  
– put your 
Popeye  
suit on!

Fresh spinach can be found 
different times of the year, 

but its baby version is our 
favorite in early spring, when 
its shade of green perfectly 
suits the epicurean welcome 
to spring. For many, the first 
association to spinach is the 
inevitable childhood dish: 
spinach with milk, served 
with mashed potatoes and 
some protein on the side, like 
meat patties, chicken or fried 
eggs. It’s an all-time classic. 
We might often reach for 
frozen spinach to make it, 
but when in season, an effort 
should be made to prepare 
creamy spinach using fresh 
hand-chopped leaves. The 
taste and texture are infinite-
ly better than the processed 
mush blended beyond recog-
nition. A dash of the eastern 
vibe is found in zeljanica, the 
spinach pie that is irresistible 
warm and cold when home-
made. In modern cuisine, 
baby spinach leaves are a ver-
satile ingredient. They enrich 
the flavor and nutritional val-
ue of vegetable soups, stews, 
wok dishes and risottos, and 
can be added to bruschette, 
salads and smoothies when 
raw. Mixed with fresh cheese, 
spinach becomes a light and 
supple filling for different 
pastas. Wherever you throw 
in this green superhero, it will 
thrive.
Salad of baby spinach, grilled 
young goat cheese, roasted 
peppers and zucchini (66KN, 
Boban restaurant)

PLAY FOODSIE 

TO SLJEME BY CABLE 
CAR IN 16 MINUTES

TASTE OF ZAGREB
powered by Taste of Croatia


