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Cool August in the city

on Facebook
on Instagram

Never fewer locals and never more visitors - it’s a typical image
of Zagreb in August. Tour groups from all over the world flock to
Zagreb seeking fun or just shade. In this issue of Zagreb For You,

find ideas for a cool August in the city.
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FIVE BLUE FLAGS AT JARUN

Lovingly called the sea of Zagreb, Jarun lives up to the best coastal destina-
tions. At least by the number of Blue Flags, the international mark for best
swimming beaches. Five blue flags flutter above Jarun’s islands and lakes,
from the start of the swimming season in June to its end in September. More

than two kilometers of manicured beaches, with lifeguard and other services.

Pack a towel and come pick your favorite.

5 beaches with Blue Flags
1. Univerzijada island
2. Rower’s Island

FIRST
MINUTE
Spthocotee

the old rooftops

Climb to the Upper Town,
past gas lamps and sleepy
shutters, until you find Pod
Starim Krovovima, Zagreb’s
oldest café. Forget espresso.

3. Trednjevka island Big lake Order a cold gemist: white
4. Big lake wine and sparkling water,
5. Small lake served in a vintage glass

2500m 4m

of maintained average lake
gravel beaches : depth

24°C

average summer
i water temperature

called balonka. You're not
just cooling off - you’re step-
ping into a scene from Tko
Pjeva, Zlo Ne Misli, a Zagreb
classic. The film, the feeling,
the fizz - it all lives here.
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August in Zagreb may be sizzling and the city
empties out but that’s a great excuse to hunt
down the city’s coolest corners. Instead of hiding
indoors with the air-con blasting, discover local
hangouts where shade, culture and a bit of breeze

keep things fresh.

Medvednica’s forest
hideaways

Swap city heat for the deep
green woods of Medvedni-
ca. Just a quick escape from
the center, the mountain’s
shady trails promise re-
freshing hikes or lazy pic-
nics, all under ancient trees
that soothe that summer
glare. Find absolutely ev-
erything about Medvednica
at medvednica.com

Leafy parks and sunny
squares

Zagreb’s parks are sweet
sanctuaries in summertime.
Maksimir’s winding paths
lead beneath a cathedral of
trees, while Zrinjevac and
the city’s horseshoe squares
offer tranquil benches and
shaded lawns - ideal for
cooling off with a book.

GREEN RIVER FEST, a unique
festival on the banks of the Sava,
lasts until the
start of Septem-
ber. Concerts,

Urban lakes for a splash
Jarun and Bundek lakes
are city favorites when
the sun is at its fiercest.
Swim, paddle or simply
enjoy dangling your
feet over the boardwalk.
These shimmering blue
oases offer summer fun
with a hint of breeze.

Plant relief

at Botanicar

When it’s too hot to
move, seek out Botanicar
- a boho café filled

with greenery, vintage
furnishings and rotating
artwork. Music spills out
onto the leafy terrace,
which overlooks the Cro-
atian State Archives - a
perfect spot for lingering
over iced coffees or
cocktails.

Cool down over
heartbreak

For an experience as
cool as the air-condi-
tioned galleries, step into
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Museum of Broken Relationship

G

Jezero Jarun

CINEHILL FILM
FESTIVAL shows
classic masterpieces
at city squares
throughout the

ey BB YL

the Museum of Broken
Relationships. This Upper
Town gem tells tales

of love and heartbreak
through quirky exhib-

its. Afterwards, grab a
chocolate-laced coffee at
Brokenships Bistro, the
museum’s inviting café.

This August, don’t just
dodge the heat. Instead,
let it lead you to a fresh-
er side of Zagreb, where
every shady corner, cool
gallery and lakeside
breeze reveals some-
thing a little unexpected.
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FESTIVAL OF
WORLD LITERATURE
brings some of the best
authors to Zagreb. On
from August 31 through

screenings,

listening parlors,
workshops and ¥
much more by the*®
river. All about ¢
the festival 2
#greenriverfest i b Y

summer; on August
20 at Plateau Gradec,
you can watch The
Process by Orson
Welles, filmed at
several locations in
Zagreb. @cinehill.eu

September 4 on three
stages, including the
Croatian National
Theatre, it welcomes
70 writers from 17
countries. Program
@fsk.hr



MONOVIEW

The guardian of Zagreb's edgy
independent culture
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Pavlica Bajsi¢ Brazzaduro, author,
playwright & director of Youth Culture
Centre Ribnjak

The programme at Youth Culture
Centre Ribnjak has become
increasingly more exciting and
diverse. What inspires and guides
the repertoire?

Our small collective is trying to
send out an important message
from Ribnjak to the neighborhood,
the street, the city and the world,
which is that we are all equal in
culture. I think we stand out in the
city’s cultural offering with our cu-
rated support to the independent

intercultural programs that were
awarded this spring in Vienna
with an international award
SozialMarie.

How would you describe the vibe
to someone who’s never been?
What can they expect to find at
Ribnjak?

You can really feel the pulse of con-
temporary Zagreb here, whether
in our day programs of workshops
and manifestations or evening
theater and music performanc-

es. We refer to our house as the
“house of culture that doesn’t have
akey” because we strive to remain
open-minded and to nurture a
culture of welcome and a neighbor-
hood vibe, along with a dose of risk.

You work with sound. If Zagreb
were a soundtrack, how would
you describe it?

For me, the prettiest sound of

ends, between 4am and 5am, when
birdsong suddenly breaks out of
silence... I don’t know if it’s Zagreb
blackbirds or some other birds.
Those sounds remind me of my
youth, returning home from party-
ing or a night spent in the editing
room. Birdsong at the crack of dawn
is truly special in Zagreb.

What are your favorite spots for
art and theater in Zagreb?

The little time I have after Ribnjak,
Ilike to spend at Kinoteka, Kunst,
Pri Nami, at intercultural programs
at Live atelier at Ilica110... I love
concerts, maybe even more than
theater. When I get to, I also like to
be present at my plays, which you
can see at Gavella (Mediterranean
Breviary, on the waves of Radio
Mediteran), ZKM (Halo, Halo Here
Is Radio Zagreb) and at the Voéarska
community space (Hoerspiel,
Soundtrack for a Film that Was
Never Filmed).

Your top August hideaways in Za-
greb... Where do you go to beat the
summer heat?

During the summer in Zagreb, I love
the calming of the year’s tempo,

and I'love Sljeme. The city that has

scene as well as our innovative Zagreb is right before the night Sljeme is a lucky one.
GO NATIVE QuUIZG
DANCING IN THE PARK Questions

Plesnjak na Zrinjevcu (each Fri &
Sat in Aug, 6-11pm) transforms
Zrinjevac into a summer dance
floor with live bands and dance
workshops. From swing to tango,
couples of all ages twirl under the
trees. Beginners welcome - just
follow the rhythm.

Don’t miss it!
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HIDDEN STAGE, OPEN SKY

Le Gri¢ (each Sat in Aug, 8 pm-
midnight) brings mellow concerts,
poetry and ukulele sets to Vraz
promenade. Lit by candles and
framed by treetops, it’s one of the
city’s most magical summer hide-
outs. Bring a friend and your best
late-night mood.

2149 31

SUMMER NIGHTS AT THE
MUSEUM

Ljetna scena Amadeo (Aug 18-
Sept 12, Croatian Natural
History Museum) brings folk,
classical and baroque sounds to
the museum courtyard. Don’t
miss the lively Auld Reekie
String Band or U Bojama Duge,
a dramatic 17th-century orato-
rio under the stars.

ZAGREB AS ART PLAYGROUND
Okolo // Around (Aug 20-30,
various locations) turns the

city into a whimsical outdoor
gallery. From murals to mini-in-
stallations in hidden courtyards,
the art pops up where you least
expect it. Take your time. Bring
a camera.

1 What’s the name of kumica
(godmother) whose statue sits at
the entrance to Dolac?

a) Marica

b) Janica

¢) Barica

2 When did Zagreb take over
the title of Croatia’s capital from
Varazdin?

a) 1767

b) 1776

c) 1789

3 How many Zagreb churches did
the famous architect Herman Bollé
restore after the 1880 earthquake?
a)10

b) 20

c) 30

Answers

1c Sculpted by Josip Gracan, the statue
of kumica Barica has been at Dolac for
20 years.

2b The Royal Council moved the capital
from the fire-devastated Varazdin to
Zagreb in 1776.

3c As the official architect of Kaptol,
Herman Bollé restored and rebuilt 30
churches and manor houses.

OPATOVINA
SUMMER STAGE once
again belongs to the
Histrioni acting troupe.
On until the beginning
of September at the

park theater, the 40t
Zagreb Histrionic Sum-
mer presents Torment
Forever by Nino Skra-
be. Find the schedule
@histrion.hr

FESTIVAL Summer at Zagreb Fair,
on from August 29. @ljnzv.com
AN EXHIBIT about Medvednica at
Sljeme cable car station, through
August 20. @pp-medvednica.hr
THE CONCERT of the legendary
Black Flag at Tvornica on August
13. @tvornicakulture.hr

AN EXHIBIT by Kristian Kozul

at Trotoar Gallery, on through
September 6. @trotoar-galerija.hr

CHECK OUT
MORE ABOUT
CULTURE

IN ZAGART
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ANJA MUTIC
writes for BBC Travel,
the Washington Post

and many more.

Follow her at
@everthenomad

Another
August:
Zagreb in
still life

A:;)ther August
rives, and with
it, a familiar hush
settles over Zagreb.
There’s something
almost otherworldly
about these peak-of-
summer days - the
city shedding its
usual commotion,
putting on an airy
robe of quiet. Even
the trams seem to ex-
hale more softly. As
the rest of the world
rushes elsewhere,
those who remain
find themselves in a
Zagreb transformed.
Growing up, I
imagined that
to be alone in the
city would be lonely.
But there’s a rare
kind of peace in
this emptiness. The
silence stretches,
serene, between
building. Walking
these streets, you
drift from patch of
shade to patch of
shade, as if slipping
between worlds.
And here, in this
suspended moment,
the city’s quiet is
punctuated by only
an occasional sound.
The slow-motion
choreography of Au-
gust in Zagreb, for
those who linger.
Before long, the
rhythm will
quicken again. The
spell will break;
doors will swing
wide and the streets
will fill. But for
now, peace prevails.
Zagreb in August is
not empty - it is full
of stillness, ripe for
those to remain.

Tip: Listen out for
the sounds - clatter
of a tram in the dis-
tance, the low hum
of conversation from
a shaded terrace, a
dog barking down a
sleepy alley, the soft
whistle of breeze
through chestnut
trees.

Mix culture and a
swiminOzalj ~

Only an hour from Za-
greb, Ozalj offers a rare
combo: a history fix and

a river swim. Start at the
medieval castle, once
home to the noble Franko-

pan and Zrinski families. Inside, peek
at local treasures like Slava Raskaj’s
dreamy watercolors. Next, head down-
hill to the town beach, where locals
sunbathe on the rocks, dive from
wooden platforms or float the day
away with castle views overhead.
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Tip: Try the Katarina Zrinski cake - rich,
baroque and served right by the river.
Best eaten with your feet in the water.

ANDREA PISAC

Global anthropologist and Zagreb writer
with a twist. Follow her at
@travelhonestly.com

Honestly, eat like
a child again

q ugust in Zagreb is no time for seri-
us cooking. The air is hot and the

thought of turning on the stove comes
with a warning label. Luckily, this city
has mastered the summer art of the
non-meal.

nless you have fridge-cold pancakes

from the night before, the best
breakfast involves bread with some-
thing slathered on it. My inner child
loves bread with jam, but my younger
self accepted only bread with paté as a
respectable start to the day. Lunch fol-
lows the same slacker rhythm — assum-
ing you've been to Dolac for supplies. A
bowl of cold cottage cheese and cream
becomes the daily special, served with
corn bread and, if you must have meat,
a few slices of Spek your uncle brought
from the village. Don’t be fooled by the
no-fuss vibe - this meal demands a nap
to let all that dairy fat settle properly. By
late afternoon, your belly’s ready for a
boost. Enter a thick slice of watermelon,
preferably eaten barefoot on the balco-
ny as juice drips down your elbows.
Nighttime is for socializing, not feast-

ing. A platter of cold cuts - think
hard cheese and prsut - plus fragrant
tomatoes that need only a sprinkle of
salt will do the trick. Provide napkins if
you want to save your white linen shirt
from tomato waterfalls.

Tip: Looking for the city’s best
sourdough? Head to Korica
(Preradovideva 39) for loaves with the
perfect crust and chew.



ZAGREB’S PEDESTRIAN
ZONES - THE CITY AT
WALKING SPEED

Some streets are for speeding through. Others are made for
strolling, lingering, sipping and eavesdropping. Zagreb’s
pedestrian zones aren’t just walkable - they’re livable. From
clinking coffee cups to spontaneous street gigs, this is where

the city stretches its legs.

TkalCiéeva street Gl |
Tkalciceva - the lively legend
The promenade to end all
promenades. Tkal¢a hums from
morning coffee to midnight
beers, with a crowd that mixes
tourists, students and lifelong
regulars. Lined with charming
old buildings and packed ter-
races, it’s where Zagreb comes
to watch and be watched.

Europski trg & Stara Vlaska -
Zagreb in two moods

A stroll from sleek Europski trg
plaza into Stara Vlaska blends
modern buzz with old-town
charm. Parasols shade café ter-
races, and you’ll find boutiques
selling delicacies, natural

cosmetics and clever souvenirs.

Small shops, big personality.

Teslina - compact and cool
A short pedestrian stretch
with long-standing charm.
Teslina is home to cafés,
restaurants and a mu-
ral-splashed street surface
underfoot. At the top, Tes-
la’s statue watches over the
scene - and just beside him,
Zagreb’s beloved patisserie
serves a legendary choco-
late cake.

Marticeva - the design
stroll

A calm corridor of creative
energy, Marticeva is where
readers, brunch lovers and
coffee purists converge.
Bookshops hide between
fancy cafés and weekend
mornings smell like artisan
croissants. Short and sweet,
but endlessly browseable.

Bogoviceva & Cvjetni trg -
polished and posh

This central stretch con-
nects boutiques, galleries
and patisseries dishing

out some of the city’s best
ice cream. With its wide,
smooth paving and parade
of stylish locals, it’s basical-
ly Zagreb’s outdoor runway
- where the dress code is
espresso and shades.

NUMBERS
HELP  TAXI

Radio Taxi Zagreb (1717)
H 2 Zebra Taxi (072 9090)
RIDE2 Taxi (1616)
Taxi Cammeo (1212)
EKO Taxi (1414)
Uber

ZG APPS ...find more ZG apps online @infozagreb.hr
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MOJZET MAKSIMIR MEDVEDNICA ZGPARK SPOTED BY

24-HOUR PHARMACIES

Ban Jelaci¢ square 3, +385 148 16 198
llica 301, +385 1 37 50 321

Grizanska 4, +385 129 92 350

V. Holjevca 22, +385 165 25 425
Ozaljska 1, tel. +385 130 97 586

LOCALS

Zagreb for You

No Cookies

No Tracking
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THE OBSERVATORY AT POPOV TORANJ

Falling stars and other ce-
lestial phenomena can be
observed once again mid-Au-
gust at the Zagreb Observa-
tory. The dome at the top of
Popov Toranj, a preserved
tower of the 13™-century Gra-
dec fort, has been busy with
astronomy Olympiads. To find
out when you can peak into
space with a potent tele-
scope, go to zvjezdarnica.hr
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LAST MINUTE
Take e last wander

This elegant green square invites
more than just a stroll. Begin at
the old weather post from 1884,
still ticking with real tape. Check
the music pavilion - you might
spot couples dancing to swing un-
der the trees. Then visit the park’s
guardians: busts of Croatian
greats who shaped the nation’s
story. It’s a farewell tour through
living history.

TASTE OF ZAGREB & -

powered by Taste of Croatia

Barbecue, from
fire to the plate

ppetite drops in the city

in hot midsummer, but an
invite to a barbecue can change
everything. Pairing open-air
hangouts with cooking together,
barbecuing is the favorite family
activity for all ages. Grilling on
a grid over wood and charcoal
is the most common method,
a tested-and-tried classic.
Meat is at the foreground, with
main stars including éevapdici,
skewers, meat patties and grill
sausages. Larger pieces, like
cutlets, pork collar or belly, and
chicken, need to be well marinat-
ed; everyone has their favorite
marinade recipe. Sides include
ajvar, a spread made with red
peppers or kajmatk, a salty cream

spread, alongside summer salads
of fresh veggies — tomatoes,
cucumbers, peppers and onions.
Grilled veggies are loved by many
more than just vegetarians, with
favorites like zucchini, eggplant
and button mushrooms. Even
though best when homemade,
barbecue is also a restaurant
favorite, and there are many in-
terpretations, from Balkan-style
to local traditions.

Stari Kota¢: mixed meat portion
(¢evap¢iéi, skewer, meat patty,
sausage, cutlet, lepinja bread and
onions) - 12 eur

Bats’ night at
Veternica cave

While the International Bats’
Night may not be your typical
night out, get ready for a dark
adventure on August 30 and
31. ‘A weekend with vampires’
at Veternica cave, by the
Glavica mountain hut, is an
event for all ages organized by
Medvednica Nature Park. You
can even adopt endangered
bats. @pp-medvednica.hr

PLAY FOODSIE

Meet Croatia’s juiciest extended family:
cucumbers, courgettes, watermelons and
melons - all from the same sun-loving clan
and all in peak season. Start cool with a clas-
sic cucumber salad: sliced thin, dressed with
sour cream and dill. Courgettes? Grated and
fried into crispy fritters - the ultimate child-
proof snack. Watermelons shine on their
own, but if you’re feeling cheeky, sprinkle on
some salt. And melon? Just add prosciutto.
Now that’s Croatian summer on a plate.

The first smart traffic light for
cyclists passed its first test.

The light recognizes cyclists
and gives them a green light,
so that they don’t have to pass
through three lights like before.
It was installed at
the crossroads of
Slovenska and the
street of Mainz City,
where sensors now
distinguish between
pedestrians, cars and
those on two wheels.

Along with that one,
21 more smart traffic
lights, which turn on
and off depending
on the traffic, were
installed around the
center of Zagreb by
August.
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