
CAR 20-30 minutes drive 
Parking 27-54KN per hour 

Kiss&fly zone is free for 10 min

BUS 40-50 minutes drive 
From Kvaternik square every 

35 min 
From the main bus station 
timetable follows the flight 

schedule

TAXI 20-30 minutes drive 
Price 120-180KN (different 

companies) 
Uber 100KN

The capital is living some exciting times: Zagreb even has a swanky 
brand-new airport. Everything is state-of-the-art, including the routes 
to reach it. Cars can now enter only via the Zagreb bypass or across the 
Homeland Bridge and the Kosnica junction. Two bus routes connect the 
airport to the city: one to the main bus station and another to Kvaternik 
square. The airport has 800 parking spots, starting at 27KN per hour. 
Taxi rates vary (it’s pricier to get into town). @zagreb-airport.hr
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EDITION
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Did you know that Zagreb has 166,000 trees, most of them birch? Among 20,000 of these verdant 
beauties, there is a single redwood which is over 100-year-old, in one of the Tuškanac courtyards. 

Sounds like it’s time for a free visit to the Botanical Garden. The truth is, the best things are always 
free. So enjoy springtime in Zagreb, pick your favorite tree and dig the green month of May.  

Welcome to the green Zagreb
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HIT ZAGREB’S  
COFFEE STRIP 
Resist the urge to plunge 
into sightseeing from the 
get-go. Settle in any of the 
cafes on the popular Flower 
Square and learn the basics 
of Zagreb-style coffee drink-
ing. It’s all about sipping it 
slowly and sharing it with 
friends. You can find detailed 
instructions in the first ep-
isode of Zagreb Shortcuts 
vlog (see the ZGBlog sec-
tion). @lovezagreb.hr 
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THE SAVA RIVERBOAT with its pan-
oramic glass ceiling departs from the 
Sava Bridge this fall, as soon as the Sava 
pedestrian bridge and tram station are 
revamped. The cruiser will arrive from Vu-
kovar, where Croatia’s only sightseeing riv-
erboat, currently sails the Danube. #sava
THE CRAVAT REGIMENT, which 
performs the fab change of guards at St 
Mark’s Square, is at last joined by two 
women. Anita Vencl, a horseback riding 
teacher, and Neda Budaša, a veterinarian, 

随你 무무무
도대체 무엇이
なんでも

WHICH WAY TO THE BRAND-NEW AIRPORT?

got into the cavalry unit by a traditional 
voting system at the Dolac market — using 
bean grains. #zagreb
THE AMUSEMENT PARK is back in 
town! Catch it at its previous spot, on the 
east parking of the Zagreb Fair. After a 
two-year break, the roller coaster, Twister, 
Haunted House and bumper cars…are here 
again. @lovezagreb.hr
GOGREEN MARKET, Croatia’s first smart 
market, has opened in Siget, New Zagreb. 
Don’t feel like visiting food stands? Take 
your pick of food from 700 small farms.



ANJA MUTIĆ

Always  
look up

Author of Lonely Planet Croatia, writes for 
New York Magazine and The Washington 

Post. Follow her at @everthenomad

In a person, moodiness is not 
sexy. But in cities, it enchants 

me. Zagreb is hands down one of 
the moodiest cities I know. And I 
have known many. It can go from 
dark, gray and heavy to upbeat, 
light and easy, all in a span of one 
day. 

To catch the many moods of 
Zagreb, come in springtime. 

You will get treated to its delightful 
cocktail of floral scents, the uptem-
po pace and oomph in the streets, 
jam-packed sidewalk cafes buzzing 
with life, its crimson sunsets...  

Zagreb’s moodiness floors me 
without fail. And it means I’m 

never bored here. Just when you 
get used to something, like a set 
of perfectly sunny spring days, it’s 
taken away abruptly with quick-
paced storms that wash away all 
not needed no more. Then it’s on 
to another fresh start. And so it 
goes... 

Tip: In Zagreb, the clues are up 
above, in its skies. For most magic, 
always look up.

WHAT
WHERE
WHEN

ZAGREB 
SUPERHEROES

MONOVIEW

Flying back to the 
medieval times

HIDDEN ZAGREB

Zagreb’s hottest hood, 
around Martićeva street

Ira Payer, creative director of Design District ZagrebZagreb’s golden age mayor
He wasn’t the longest serving 
mayor of Zagreb but Dr Milan 
Amruš ushered Zagreb into its 

golden age. Some of his predeces-
sors ran the city for much longer, 
including the current mayor, Milan 
Bandić. Milan Amruš used his two 
terms to transform Zagreb from a 

town into a city. He first introduced 
the funicular (1890) and then the 

horse-drawn tram (1891). It was his 
idea to bring Nikola Tesla to 
Zagreb to begin the city’s 

electrification. Zagreb was finally 
lit up in his second term in 1907. 
Let’s not forget the first public 
toilet that Amruš opened on 

Jelačić Square in 1909. On top of 
all, this tireless visionary, medical 
doctor and politician left all of his 

belongings – including his two 
palaces by Zrinjevac Park – to no 

one but the city itself.

The latest out of the 
Superstudio “factory”? 
From Designers With 
Love, our new store just 
launched at Zagreb’s new 
airport. It showcases a 
carefully curated selec-
tion of products by more 
than fifty homegrown de-
signers and artists. Think 
design goods ranging 
from fashion, jewelry and 
toys to tableware, kitch-
enware and lighting. The 
idea is to offer meaningful 
souvenirs while support-

ing a vibrant local creative community.
Give us a sneak peak of Design District 
Zagreb 2017. This year’s edition will last two 
days longer – from June 13 through June 18 
– and it will be much “greener.” We will turn 
the Ratkaj passage into a green zone, and 
fill the neighborhood with workshops, book 
fairs, exhibitions and interesting lectures. 
We will also host the first presentation of 
Piece of Zagreb project.
Piece of Zagreb? This initiative is dedicated 
to discovering new ways of thinking and 
creating souvenirs, organized by Design 
Center Zagreb and Zagreb Tourist Board. 
It’s about connecting the entire community 
interested in communicating the city’s spirit 
and character with local manufacturers and 
entrepreneurs in tourism. 
What’s your favorite new neighborhood 
find? Although I don’t practice yoga, I was 
excited to see yoga classes being held on 
a rooftop of the building in Martićeva 45, 
facing the sunset and the beautiful view of 
Vitić skyscraper. This is the perfect picture 
of the kind of city revival we are aiming for 
with DDZ.
Best place in the Design District for a cup 
of coffee? There are so many distinctive 
spots. I would definitely recommend Book-
sa, Mojo, the recently opened Mr. Fogg and 
Blok Bar.

The lush Medvednica mountain that 
graces Zagreb northern skyline is 

a treasure trove of secrets. From quiet 
trails perfect for forest bathing to the 
spectacular Medvedgrad Castle (open dai-
ly 11am-7pm, entry 15KN). For a truly un-
forgettable experience, join the falconry 
tour (380KN per person, tours@lobagola.
com). The re-enactment of ancient hunt-
ing with birds of prey is extraordinary. 

KINOTEKA ARTHOUSE 
CINEMA IS BACK
The revival of the cult 
cinema Kinoteka (Kor-
dunska 1) is a delight for 
all cinephiles. For decades, 
this vintage movie haunt 
screened classical, indie 
and rare films and its cafe 
was a go-to for artists 
and writers. As of earlier 
this month, the revamped 
Kinoteka delivers the same 
fab program – think author 
and country retrospec-
tives – and its chic retro 
cafe becomes a salon once 
again. @centarcesarec.hr
FUN WITH FLOWERS
Zagreb’s Bundek Lake is 
never prettier than during 
the international flower 
exhibition Flora Art (May 
8–14). Head to this green 
oasis just across the Sava 
river to see thousands of 
flowers and other plants 
on display. Pick a few 
seedlings for your balcony, 
join a horticulture work-
shop or feast your eyes on 
stunning floral designs by 
landscape artists.  
@zrinjevac.hr 
GREAT BEER  
AND FREE LIVE MUSIC
Zagreb gets its first beer 
festival (May 19–21) spiced 
up with leading local and 
international rock bands. 
Head three tram stops out 
west to the spacious Dr. 
Franjo Tuđman Park. The 
hot lineup includes the 
Londoners Desert Moun-
tain Tribe and the Dutch 
My Baby. Cool down with 
awesome local beer. face-
book.com/zagrebbeerfest

SAME PLACE,  
DIFFERENT TIMES
Come springtime, Zagreb 
kicks off its time-travel 
events around the city 
center. Head to the Upper 
Town to join the street 
singers (Sat/Sun, 10am-
12pm), then watch the 
change of guard (12pm) 
at St. Mark’s Square. On 
a Sunday, catch the folk 
performers at Dolac mar-
ket (11am-1pm). Later on 
(5-8pm), brush shoulders 
with historical and fictional 
characters who ramble the 
streets and squares of the 
Upper Town. 

WE WILL FILL  
THE AREA WITH 
WORKSHOPS, 
BOOK FAIRS, 
EXHIBITIONS 
AND 
INTERESTING 
LECTURES



NEW The longest street becomes the liveliest

A day  
on Zagreb’s lakesQuiZG
Swimming season on Zagreb’s main 
lakes kicks off again on June 1 and goes 
on until mid-September. The truth is, 
Jarun and Bundek lakes never go out of 
season for all types of recreation and fun.

Bundek also has Big and Small Lakes, 
though swimming is only allowed on the 
big one. It has a 1.5-kilometer cycling 
and rollerblading track, volleyball and 
handball courts, three playgrounds and 
a BBQ park.

Maksimir Park boasts five lakes with 
numbers as names. The First Lake, dug 
out in 1839 along Maksimirska road has 
two islands; it’s spart of the Zagreb Zoo. 
A stream connects the First to the Sec-
ond Lake. Six meters deep and a popular 
spot for sports fishermen, the Fifth Lake 
is the largest.

Honestly, learn the 
Zagreb buzz map

Global anthropologist and Zagreb writer with a 
twist. Follow her at @travelhonestly.com

ANDREA PISAC
1 The Lotrščak tower cannon 
has been firing at noon since:
a) 1848
b) 1877
c) 1899

2 How tall is the  
Zagreb cathedral?
a) 108 m
b) 118 m
c) 128 m

3 Zagreb has 70 squares. How 
many are named after women?
a) Three
b) Four
c) Five

BONUS QUESTION
The bone of a prehistoric woolly 
mammoth was discovered in 
1913. Where was the exact spot?
a) Ilica street
b) Gundulićeva street
c) Frankopanska street

ANSWERS:
1 b, the cannon fired its first shot 
on January 1, 1877; 2 a, the 
Cathedral’s north belfry is 108 
meters and 20 high, the south one 
is 4 centimeters shorter; 3 c, five 
squares are named after women: 
Dubravka’s square, Katarina Zrinska 
square, St. Mary of Čučerje square, 
Nevenka Topalušić square and Ana 
Rukavina square. 
BONUS c, the thigh bone of a 
woolly mammoth was discovered in 
Frankopanska street 10 when the 
foundations for a cinema were dug 
out. The statue of the mammoth is 
in front of Gavella Theater.  

The Big Lake makes up the largest part 
of Jarun, with a two-kilometer rowing 
track and 10 kilometers of walking and 
cycling trails. It contains two of Jarun’s 
six islands and multiple sporting courts. 
Add to that 20 gazebos on the southern 
side and you get a favorite leisure spot.

A hundred years ago Ilica street was the heart and 
soul of Zagreb. It’s still the city’s longest street, 

counting more than 500 street numbers. Sadly, arti-
san stores that lined up this artery have almost dis-
appeared. Come May, the street begins its big revival, 
kicking off a five-year project called Readymade 

Ilica. Empty spaces of manufacture, closed shops 
and neglected inner courtyards are in for rejuvena-
tion. Join this unique collaborative festival (May 
5–12) that will spruce up Ilica’s micro locations with 
exhibitions, workshops and thematic walks. Expect 
exciting work by OAZA designer collective and rising 

The Small Lake is reserved for 
entertainment, with restaurants, cafes 
and clubs. The beach there is one of the 
loveliest on Jarun and proudly flies the 
Blue Flag. The average water tempera-
ture in summer is 24 degrees.

P
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What good is a city map without 
people in it? All those streets in 

different colors and of various width. 
A green patch here and a blue blotch 
there. It tells you nothing about how 
the city lives. Where do people flock? 
And, more importantly, when?

Finding the buzz in Zagreb is crucial 
to both introverts and extroverts. 

How else can you avoid the crowds or 
join the best vibe in the city? So, a tip 
for the quiet ones: visit Dolac farmers’ 
market after 1pm, stay clear from 
trams or driving in the center in the 
early morning and mid-afternoon, use 
Zagreb’s awesome passages, like Ok-
togon, to cut through the cafe-jammed 
pedestrian arteries, stray into Tuškanac 
forest. 

Advice for the vivacious type: linger 
at the Flower Square, take your 

Saturday morning coffee in Bogovićeva, 
shop at the Britanac antiques market 
on weekends, hit Tkalčićeva street in 
the evening and dare driving along the 
Green Wave between 4 and 5pm – just 
for the fun of it. 

Tip: Mix and match to fit your mood.

Ilica 10  
(Zagreb 
Dance Center)Ilica 154

Ilica 85

Ilica 69
(old zipper factory 
MEGA)

Ilica 87
(Academy of Fine 
Arts Courtyard)

Fr
an

ko
pa

ns
ka

 s
t.

M
es

ni
čk

a 
st

.

British square

M
ed

ul
ić

ev
a 

st
.

Pr
im

or
sk

a 
st

.

Kr
aj

iš
ka

 s
t.

Re
p.

 A
us

tr
ije

Vi
no

gr
ad

sk
a 

st
.

Bosanska st.

G
un

du
lič

ev
a 

st
.

Oktogon

Ilica
Ilica

Readymade 
Ilica locations:



NEW The longest street becomes the liveliest

‘Zagreb Vlog is not only a 
list of things to do, or a 
list of ingredients. It’s a 
finely balanced meal, 
spiced up with local 
whims – and a lot of fun.’

COOL
TURE

ZGBLOG

LAIBACH, the legendary 
avant-garde band from 
Slovenia throws a show 
in the Lisinski concert 
hall on May 9. In their 
signature multimedia 
style, and accompanied 
by the RTV Slovenia 
Symphony, Laibach will 
play new and old songs 
under the motto ‘Our 
songs, your dreams’. @
lisinski.hr
ZAGREB DESIGN WEEK 
is on May 9–14 at 50 
locations around the 
city, with the main hub 
at Lauba. The nation’s 
largest design festival 
includes exhibitions, 
workshops, lectures, 
panels, pop-up stores 
and much more. For 
more information:  
@tjedandizajna.com 
#tdzg
NATALIE IMBRUGLIA 

is coming to Zagreb on 
her world acoustic tour. 
Catch the Australian 
singer on May 3 at the 
Tvornica Kultura concert 
hall, where she will 
perform her ‘best of’ as 
well as songs from her 
newest album, Male.  
@tvornicakulture.com
SFERAKON,  
the Zagreb Science 
Fiction Days have been 
the heralds of spring for 
the past four decades. 
This year the event takes 
place May 12–14 at the 
Faculty of Computer 
Science and Electrical 
Engineering of the 
University of Zagreb.  
@sferakon.org
TATTOO FESTIVAL is 
on at the Student Center 
May 19–21. This is the 4th 
annual Croatian Tattoo 
Convention, bringing to-
gether the best local and 
foreign tattoo masters. 
If you fancy their work, 
make sure to make an 
appointment. @croatian-
tattooconvention

miss the auction of artisanal crafts 
on the last day, as well as the festi-
val buzz on the British Square. Get 
your map out and mark the stretch 
between Frankopanska street and 
Dr Franjo Tuđman square – this is 
where the fun will happen. 

Shortcuts to  
crack Zagreb
The new era has dawned and Za-
greb got its first vlog. Our columnist 
Andrea Pisac has teamed up with 
the Zagreb Tourist Board to create 
12 videos (one each month) about 
Zagreb’s true colors. The topics 
will cover all the city’s highlights 
so you’ll know exactly what to do 
in Zagreb. But you’ll also learn how 
to do them. So watch the first epi-
sode and learn how to drink coffee. 
lovezagreb.hr #ZagrebVlog

MORE INFO

Trg bana 
Josipa 
Jelačića

Ilica 10  
(Zagreb 
Dance Center)

Oktogon



GET TIED UP
Croatia is the homeland of the tie 
(cravat). Buy this original 
Croatian product in Croata 
salons, located at Kaptol 13 and 
Ilica 5 (inside the Oktogon 
passageway).  

FOR RAINY DAYS...
The Šestine umbrella is 
one of Zagreb’s most 
recognizable souvenirs. 
Grab yours at one of 
the souvenir shops on 
Bakačeva street, below the 
Cathedral.

CAN I DRINK WATER  
FROM THE PUMPS?
The old iron pumps, popularly 
called 'Iron Franceki' remain an 
image of childhood for many 
elderly citizens of Zagreb. Today 
the Pimp My Pump art group 
paint them over with symbols 
of popular culture. And, yes, the 
water is good for drinking. 

THE MOST USEFUL CARD
With Zagreb Card tourists get 
free transport and six attractions, 
plus ticket discounts for more 
than 80 locations. 
Daily card is 98 KN, a 
three-day card is 
135 KN. A ride 
on the funicular 
is included.
@zagrebcard.com

Maximum 
speed

160 km/h
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TAXI
TIPS&TRICKS

It’s not a hoax. You can cut 
across Zagreb and through 
heaviest traffic in half an hour 
– but only by train. Croatian 
Railways are the fastest mode 
of public transport, thanks to 
the train track that runs through 
the entire city. Those who live in 
the suburbs have cracked this, 
because it takes them only 15 
minutes to get to the center of 
town, or 5 minutes from Mak-
simir to the main train station. 
The prices are fair, though not as 
low as the half-hour tram tickets 
(4KN). A single (non-discount-
ed) ticket from Podsused in 
the west to Sesvete in the east 
comes at 14.30KN. It’s the most 
scenic route through Zagreb, 
taken daily by 30,000 passen-

Meet the big 
Plitvice Lakes’ 
little sibling
The spectacular 
Plitvice Lakes owe 
their existence to 
Korana, the river 
that creates them. 
Flow downstream 
to where it merges with Slunjči-
ca river and you’ll see a bouquet 
of lacy cascades in the village of 
Rastoke. Most houses here are ad-
jacent to unique 17th-century water 
mills. The symbiosis of natural 
beauty and traditional craft is so 
inspirational that even the most 
stubborn of urbanites will enjoy its 
arcadian charms. 

N

from Zagreb
90 min

Don't waste paper. Use it or ... . .

Speed surfing 
across the city

EXCHANGE RATES, 
(BUY RATE, MAY 2 2017)
€ 1 7,45; $ 1 6,85; JPY 100 6,21

Tip: Make sure to try 
homemade Rastoke 

bread with freshly 
ground grains.

TRAIN INFO
Končar suburban train
(in operation since 2015)
133 seating capacity 
505 passenger capacity
Two wheelchair ramps
Bicycle spaces
Free wi-fi

gers. So join the ride and 
the free wi-fi (included). 
More info and online tickets 
at @hzzp.hr

120 km/h in Zagreb (due 
to short distances)
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NO CLOSING TIME 
FOR PARTY 
ANIMALS

4am

LAST  
MINUTE
TAKE A WALK  
ON THE WILD SIDE  
Zagreb may be one of the 
smaller European capitals 
but it has countless ways 
to get from point A to 
point B. And some are 
quite outstanding. To seal 
your Zagreb stay, walk the 
distance between Mesnička 
and Radićeva streets once 
more, but this time through 
the Grič Tunnel, a former 
air raid shelter. Soak up its 
mysterious atmosphere 
and promise to come back.

Early spring brings 
abundance to Zagreb’s 

markets, and young 
green peas are among the 
first veggies. You can get 
them frozen anytime, but 
they’re best when fresh, 
sweet and tender, just 

Take it  
(p)easy!

Wondering where to next 
after the closing time? 
Follow in the footsteps 
of Zagreb’s party animals 
and hit Masters. This club 
on Maksimirska street is 
the go-to for dancing till 
the crack of dawn. Expect 
deep house, dub and 
techno beats. The place is 
cozy, with wooden floors, 
and stays open until 6am. 
@masters-club.com

with peas, did come 
from Italy, but has 
become an insepa-
rable side dish with 

Zagreb schnitzel 
or breaded chicken, 

local Sunday family 
lunch classics. Find pea-
based seasonal dishes in 
traditional restaurants 
like Vinodol, Kod Pere, 
or modern bistros like 
Jadranka or Duck.
Kcal: 274kcal per serving; 
price for breaded chicken 
thighs with risi e bisi – 
50KN

The map of 
erased graffiti 

won’t be public, 
to prevent them 

from reappearing 
in the same 

spots.  

394 graffiti  
have been mapped out as 
the eyesore on Zagreb’s 

facades that even tourists 
complain about. This is 
the first step in the big 

cleanup of tags, football 
fan messages and polit-
ical graffiti. Street super-
intendents have already 

erased 3000 square 
meters of these scrib-
blings. They say the 

vandals are most 
active on Tues and 

Thurs between 
2pm and 11pm.

TASTE OF ZAGREB

powered by 
Taste of Croatia

Pluto is the only dog in Zagreb with its own statue. This devoted pup watched 
over the workers who built the Oktogon passage in the 19th century. Strick-

en with grief when Pluto died, the men had its relief put up inside the passage. A 
few years ago, Pluto was moved to Bogovićeva street where more people can see 
it. For more stories and pics like this one, visit @licegrada.hr 

The most beloved dog in town

P
hoto: liceg

rad
a.hr

out of pods. 
So don’t be 
lazy, grab a 
kilo and get 
busy. Cream 
of pea soup 
is a universal 
dish, but ajngemahtec 
is a local thing – clear 
chicken soup with giblets, 
root vegetables and peas.  
Another version is a bit 
thicker pea and vegetable 
soup with fresh-egg 
dumplings and chopped 
dill as the perfect sea-
soning. Risi e bisi, rice 

HOW SMART CAN A BENCH GET?
Is your phone running low or do you urgently need wi-fi? 
No problem, just take a seat on the Steora bench! It’s a 
smart solar-powered bench designed by young Croatian 
innovator Ivan Mrvoš. Zagreb has 20 of them at 13 locations, 
from the tram terminals to Bundek Lake and British Square. No need 
to fear the crowds because Zagreb has more smart benches than 
any other European city. The Steora bench is already a worldwide 
hit, selling in nine countries last year, all the way to Australia.

•  Hotspot for Internet

•  Simultane-
ously charges 
up to 4 cell 
phones or 
tablets

•  Works without 
sunlight for 10 days

•  At night serves 
as public lighting

•  Air quality 
sensors

•  Resistant to snow, 
rain and impact
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