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Twice is nice but third time’s a charm! Once again, Zagreb is nominated for best 
Christmas destination in Europe. Enjoy Europe’s best Advent and vote until December 10: 

www.europeanbestdestinations.com
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WI-FI arrives to all Zagreb’s trams 
and buses as the best New Year’s 
present, as soon as the public compe-
tition ends. Soon, log in for free inter-
net in 142 trams and 213 buses. #ZET
COFFEE HOUSE at the corner of 
Gundulićeva and Ilica returns! Corso, 
a cult cafe for Zagreb's cultural class, 
began its refurbishment. See you for a 
cup of coffee! @zagreb.hr

#1 VILLAGE LADY is Renata  
Bedeković. As one of the best sau-
sage-dressers in Croatia, this farmer 
from Jakuševac took part in the coun-
try’s best village lady competition – 
and won! #Dolac
ROCK’N’ROLL a memento park of 
history’s greatest rockers at Zeleni Val 
made space for Croatia’s unforgetta-
ble king of funk - Dino Dvornik. Hen-
drix and Lennon surely won’t mind. . 
#lovezagreb 

PAVILLION AT THE HEART OF THE CITY
In the middle of Zrinjevac Park, 
the music pavillion stands as 
another masterpiece by genius 
architect Hermann Bollé. It was 
built in 1891, just 20 years after 
the park’s 220 plane trees 
turned the spot from a cattle 
market into an emblem of 
Zagreb. Nowadays, urban life 
thrives here. In a matter of days, 
Zrinjevac will be hosting the 
year’s biggest event - Advent. 

FIRST 
MINUTE
GROW YOUR LOVE 
THROUGH YOUR BELLY
Zagreb’s street food is 
getting more diverse every 
year. But fall is the time to 
go back to that evergreen 
treat - roasted chestnuts. 
You will find them at many 
street corners across town. 
Get a large portion straight 
away. Feel your fingers 
warming up as you peel 
them. And don’t worry if 
your hands end up black; it 
comes with the territory.

TALKABOUT

SHORT HISTORY  
OF ZRINJEVAC
1872 park opening
1884 meteorological pillar
1891 music pavillion
1893  first water fountain 

“Mushroom”
1894 two pools “Twins” WORD

Svijeća
(svee - ye - tcha)
candle, kerze, vela, 
bougie, candela, 

蝋燭,양초,
蜡烛



Advent in Zagreb livens up the city from December 2 to January 7  www.adventzagreb.com 

ANJA MUTIĆ

On a winter’s 
night...
I have a secret to tell you: I’m no fan of 

Christmas. It has always been a tricky 
time of year for me, for reasons I won’t 
go into. But here’s another secret: I’ve 
fallen in love with the winter holiday 
season in Zagreb. 
I love the nip in the air as you sip on 
mulled wine and munch on sausages 
and fried dough at one of the many 
street fairs that rise for Advent. I love 
the ocean of people milling around the 
streets, their spirits high and happy. I 
love the children’s laughter at the ice 
rink, the outdoor happenings all over 
town, the spirit of sharing…

And then there’s that first snowfall, 
which – fingers crossed – happens 

at holiday time. The flakes start to fall, 
covering the ground with a soft quilt of 
snow and it all turns so silent you can 
almost hear your own footsteps. 

On that first day of snow, wait 
until evening. Then that very first 

evening, head out and stroll around 
Zagreb. For extra magic, pick a late 
evening. Wander aimlessly. Make traces 
in the virgin snow. Walk and walk, and 
you’ll discover a city beyond the colorful 
Christmas hubbub. You’ll unearth an-
other Zagreb, an enchanted winter’s tale.

• ICE PARK AT KING TOMISLAV SQUARE
Welcome to the biggest ice skating rink in southeast Eu-
rope, placed in the fairy tale-like park between the statue of 
Croatia’s first king Tomislav and Zagreb’s Art Pavilion. Lace 
up your skates – get ready for toe loops! Feel free to slip 
and fall; you won’t be the only one :-)  
> Ice park is open every day from 10am to 11pm, with con-
certs at 7pm on Saturdays; food and drink stalls close at 
11pm on weekdays, at 1am on Fridays and Saturdays.

• ADVENT ON ZRINJEVAC
Christmas without magic? Not in Zagreb. The 
Advent bliss starts and ends under ornate 
plane trees of the city’s prettiest park. The 
music pavilion plays Christmas evergreens, 
and everything’s all decked out for the season: 
unique decorations, sweets, souvenirs... When 
your feet get tired, a horse and carriage await!  
>Must-try: štrukli (rolled dough filled with 
fresh cheese), krpice sa zeljem (pasta with 
sauerkraut), mulled wine and other Zagreb 

specialties.

• CHRISTMAS MARKET 
Zagreb’s vibrant hotspot 
or špica between Gajeva, 
Bogovićeva, Petrićeva, 
and Varšavska streets 
lures passers-by over to its 
abundant Christmas stalls.
> Just follow the smell of 
steaming sausages!  

• CHRISTMAS 
 BALCONIES
Holiday classics from Bach 
to jazz performed by the 
Ad Gloriam Brass wind 
sextet lift up the holiday 
spirit from the beautiful 
balconies at several loca-
tions around town – on 
Tkalčićeva street, at the 
Stone Gate and the Croa-
tian National Theater. Four 
concerts this December.

• ADVENT IN VILLA PREKRIŽJE
Use this special occasion to have a sneak 
peak inside one of the villas that are part of 
President Grabar Kitarević's office. See it on 
Fridays and Saturdays from Dec 8-23.  

• MAIN SQUARE’S FAIRY TALE 
Zagreb’s Ban Jelačić Square turns real-life 
fairy tale this Advent. Visit food stands 
offering sarma (minced meat wrapped in 
cabbage), cooked sausages or štrukli, plus 
concerts and non-stop open-air fun.

•  STORY FROM GRIČ 
Zagreb Advent’s latest hit is in the Upper 
Town. At Vranyczany Plateau by Lotrščak 
tower, join cool events in winter chill.  

• ADVENT AT STROSS
Advent doesn’t exclude Zagreb’s favor-
ite walkway, Stross. The program offers 
something new every day – so head on up 
by funicular, then turn left and get ready for 
some serious fun.

• ADVENT AT KLOVIĆEVI DVORI 
Select gourmet bites, a selfie frame with 
non-stop snowfall, gigs, workshops,... 
Klovićevi Dvori Gallery is back again this 
year – another Advent must-do.

Author of Lonely Planet Croatia, writes for 
New York Magazine and The Washington 

Post. Follow her at @everthenomad

Zagreb Advent 
officially kicks off Dec 2  

when the first candle 
is lit in the Lower 

Town. The Upper Town 
festivities begin on the 

eve of Dec 3.
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Fuliranje
J. J. Strossmayer square

Advent on Zrinjevac

Advent on  
European Square

Advent at Klovićevi 
Dvori

Main square’s 
fairy tale

Christmas market

Advent at Stross
Boogie each night

Live Nativity  
at Kaptol
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Grič Tunnel

Story from Grič

Ice park
King Tomislav square
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balconies

Tkalčićeva

Opatička

Ban Jelačić 
square

Croatian National 
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Varšavska
Bogovićeva

Gajeva

Petrićeva

• LIVE NATIVITY AT KAPTOL
For a fantastic staging of the 
birth of Jesus by Community 
Cenacolo, head to Kaptol’s Beth-
lehem manger. You’ll find the live 
nativity scene in front of Zagreb’s 
Cathedral.  Don’t miss Christmas 
services – midnight mass is a 
must.
> Daily performances: 4.15pm, 
5pm and 7pm December 17–23, 
Christmas Day, New Year’s Day & 
Epiphany

• GRIČ TUNNEL 
Super-modern Christmas tale, all 
in 3D. The decked-out halls pair 
light shows with music, creating 
superb acoustics throughout the 
space. Christmas trees, ice forma-
tions and other winter wonders 
make for a seasonal spirit like 
never before. No need to look for 
the light at the end of the tunnel!  
> No worries about finding the 
exit; it’s the entrance you need 
to pick
NEW! Advent in Marić Passage
Make sure to walk through the 
passage that connects Gajeva and 
Praška streets. There's a special 
Christmas atmosphere in this cen-
tral Zagreb 'tunnel.'

• ADVENT ON  
EUROPEAN SQUARE
This spot takes longer than an hour 
to check out, and not only because 
of the crowds (everyone is here!) – 
but because the events held here are 
tops. Open-air concerts, exhibitions 
and screenings make European 
Square the urban center of Advent in 
Zagreb. Not to miss!  
> Everything in one place: shopping, 
food and live gigs 

• FULIRANJE - FOOLING 
AROUND
If you’re in Zagreb come Advent, 
don’t expect a special invite for 
the “fooling around” event - 
you’re in. This year at Strossmayer 
Square, be surprised by the hip 
new Advent setting fashioned as 
a global metropolis. We can’t give 
too much away, so see you there!
> in old Zagreb lingo, fuliranje 
means to seduce – so, beware!

Catch the colors of 
Advent everywhere - in 
the streets, passageways 
and tunnels, on the 
squares, in palaces and 
on the city balconies

Advent in Villa 
Prekrižje
Pantovčak 241

Marić 
passage

Museum of 
Contemporary 
Arts

Croatian Railway Museum,
Vukovarska 47

Meštrović Pavillion

Museum of Arts 
and Crafts

Mimara Museum
Ethnographic 
Museum

Art Pavilion

St. Blaise's church



Zagreb Tourist Board is not responsible 
for changes in schedule, performers, 
program, prices or the cancellation of the 
event by the organizers. 

ANDREA PISAC

Honestly, 
uncover the 
symbolism of 
Advent

SNOW QUEEN  
TROPHY AT SLJEME
The FIS Alpine Ski World Cup 
takes place January 3–4. Since 
2005, the cup has been showcas-
ing an unforgettable ski spectacle 
each year. Everyone, up to Sljeme! 
After the cup, get ready for more 
frosty fun – find all you need to 
know about skiing and sledding on 
the last page of Zagreb For You.

• NEW YEAR’S DAY 
CHANGE OF GUARD
St Mark’s Square presents a 
change of guard with horses 
on New Year’s Day 2018. 
Saddle up for the honorary 
hymn of the Cravat Regi-
ment.

• NEW YEAR’S DAY 
CONCERT Croatian 
Radiotelevision Tamburitza 
Orchestra & guests bring 
waltz, polka and more 
merrymaking music on Jan 1, 
offering a gala performance 
at the Republic of Croatia 
Square.

• ČAZMA CHRISTMAS TALE  
Discover the Christmas 
story at the Salaj estate in 
Čazma, twinkling in millions 
of colorful Christmas lights – 
from December 1–14. 

• ADVENT TRAINS
Railway fans can enjoy the 
special Advent exhibition 
at the Croatian Railway 
Museum. Don't miss the 
biggest model railway in this 
part of Europe at Backo Mini 
Express now with a special 
addition - a Zagreb-colored 
train.

• MERRY CHRISTMAS 
TRAM Zagreb’s merry 
Christmas tram runs Dec 2–
Jan 7. Departures from the 
main square run every half an 
hour, every day, all through 
Advent.

+

BONUS

In bleak and foggy November, 
the light at the end of the 

tunnel is that first Advent 
candle. As soon as the Advent 
wreath on Jelačić Square 
sparks up (Dec 3), the festive 
season is on. 
There will be merrymaking 
around town with mulled 
wine, sausages and live music. 
But before you join the magic 
of Zagreb Advent, let’s talk 
about its symbolism. First 
off, candles on the wreath are 
the expression of light and 
eternity. There are also several 
saints that play a role in this 
four-week custom.
On St. Barbara’s Day (Dec 4), a 
token amount of wheat is sown 
in a pot to invoke a prosperous 
year. On Dec 6, St. Nicholas 
brings gifts to children. The 
naughty ones, however, end 
up with a whip, which is actu-
ally a nice silver-painted tree 
branch. St. Lucy’s Day (Dec 
13) lets you predict next year’s 
weather because each of the 
12 days leading to Christmas 
corresponds to the upcoming 
months. Finally, St. Thomas’s 
Day (Dec 21) kick-starts 
Christmas food preparations - 
yes, we’re about to eat a lot!

Tip: Follow Christmas customs 
to the full - rest for three days 
starting on Christmas Eve  
(Dec 24). 

Advent buzz is all about 
strolling around town. But 
when your feet need slowing 
down, hit one of Christmas-
themed exhibitions at the 
Museum of Arts and Crafts, 
the Museum of Contemporary 
Arts or the Ethnographic 
Museum where you can feast 
your eyes on festive jewelry. 
Don't skip Art Pavilion and 
Klovićevi Dvori either, or 
the music events at Mimara 
Museum, the Christmas 
concert at the Croatian 
National Theater (currently 
showing The Nutcracker hit 
ballet). St. Blaise's church 
hosts The Warmth 
of Christmas exhibition and 
the special Tesla show is on at 
the Meštrović Pavilion. Catch 
the traditional Red Cross Ball 
at the Westin. Head to Arena 
Center to catch Disney on Ice 
(7 shows in 3 days) as well 
as the gala concert by Sarah 
Brightman (Dec 21 & 22). If 
you crave exercise, join the 
Advent Run on Dec 10 or 
take one of many themed 
sightseeing tours. 

ADVENT DOSE  
OF CULTURE

Global anthropologist and Zagreb 
writer with a twist. Follow her at  

@travelhonestly.com



  

…find more ZG 
apps online  

@infozagreb.hr

Don't waste paper. Use it or ... . .

YELLOW PAGE

ZAGREB PLACES
Top app for discovering Zagreb. 
Connect with friends and share 
experiences; fun is guaranteed! 
ZAGREB BE THERE 
An insider’s guide through 
Zagreb: choose the route you 
want to check out and collect 
discounts.
TIME OUT ZAGREB 
This global guidebook to 
Croatia’s capital not only offers 
everything you need, but also 
works offline.
MEET IN ZAGREB  
A must-have app for busi-
ness people. A guide through 
conferences, hotels, servic-
es – everything you need for 
business. 
VOICEGUIDE ZAGREB 
Head over to any of Zagreb’s 
attractions and you’ll hear 
everything you need to know on 
this fun educational app. 
ZAGREB FOOD  
Designed for foodies and epicu-
reans, this app holds the key to 
Zagreb’s best lifestyle secrets.
ZAGREB360 
Take a virtual tour of the city 
and make your way to great 
restaurants, closest accommo-
dation or events happening 
right now.

Catch a unique 
wine ritual in 
Zelina
Croatian wine has 
already made a
name for itself. 
But not many wine 
lovers know that 
young wine receives a blessing 
on Nov 11 for St. Martin’s Day. 
With the blessing done, head to 
Sveti Ivan Zelina, a town on the 
northeastern slopes of Medvedni-
ca mountain to sample the local 
wine sorts. White wine is king 
there, especially the indigenous 
kraljevina. Raise your glass now 
for a fruitful and merry 2018!
 

All Zagreb apps 
in one place

N

from Zagreb
45 min

HELPZAGREB
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ESSENTIAL 
CHECKLIST  
FOR THE BEST 
ZAGREB ADVENT
1. BUNDLE UP
The biggest charm of Advent is the 
crisp cold weather. So before you 
jump into this festive magic, bundle 
up. Time will fly as you enjoy the 
outdoor program so put on the full 
gear: double socks and sturdy 
boots, hat, scarf and gloves. 
Underneath, wear layers. 

2. CHOOSE YOUR TIME
The buzz at popular Advent 
locations has its own dynamics. 
Mornings are perfect for browsing 
the Christmas market stalls, 
afternoons have a nice slow lull and 
evenings fizz with live concerts and 
crowds of happy people. Choose 
the time that suits your character. 

3. TRAVEL SMART
Advent is the busiest time in 
Zagreb. Be smart about your 
sightseeing and leave your car 
parked out of the city center. Hop 
on a tram or walk to the main 
Advent locations. This is the best 
way to soak up the atmosphere. 

4. PICK YOUR TIPPLE
Mulled wine is the star of the show. 
It will keep you warm and glowing. 
But you can also look for a 
traditional Croatian spirit, rakija, 
that comes in many flavors, 
especially fruity ones. Try punch 
too, but don’t mix too many drinks 
on the same day.

5. GET SOME GRUB
Cold winter calls for warm food; 
sausage in a bun is the Advent 
mainstay. For a more elaborate 
version, choose sausage with 
sauerkraut. Then round it up with 
the dessert of fritule (little drunken 
doughnuts) or the sinful germkne-
dle (plum jam-filled dumplings 
topped with poppy seeds).

THE MOST USEFUL CARD
With Zagreb Card 
tourists get free 
transport and acce-
ss to six attractions, 
plus discounts at 
more than 80 loca-
tions. A daily card is 
98KN; a three−day 
card is 135KN. A 
ride on the funicular 
is included. 
@zagrebcard.com

NIGHT TRAMS*
31 Črnomerec – Savski most
32 Prečko – Borongaj
33 Dolje – Savišće
34 Ljubljanica – Dubec

*running from 11:50pm to 4am

Tip: Visit the 
Zelinagrad 

medieval fort, 
5 km north of 

town, and have 
a wander in the 
nearby woods. 
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In autumn, chestnuts 
are all the rage. But 

make no mistakes 
that roasted chestnuts 
(10-15KN) and sweet 
chestnut puree (15-
25KN, 300 kcal) are the 
season’s best offer. Hold 

on for a sur-
prise. This 
favored 
forest fruit 
plays a 
great role 
in demand-
ing dishes, 
even on festive 
occasions. Cooking, 
peeling and mashing is 
a hassle, but worth it. 
For starters, try chest-
nut cream soup, often 
paired with another 
forest specialty – bolete 
mushrooms. Soup is 

often served for 
dinner on St. 
Martin’s Day, 
the year’s 
biggest wine 
fest. Roasted 

duck stuffed 
with chestnuts 

or baked goose 
with apples are royal 
company to portugizac 
wine. Both are typical 
for the Zagreb region 
but rarely found on 
restaurant menus. Still, 
go and try your luck at 
Tač restaurant.

TASTE OF ZAGREB

powered by 
Taste of Croatia

Some things never change, nor should they. One of them is the century-old cus-
tom of lighting up the Upper Town. All 214 lanterns are manually switched on 

by two street lamp lighters each day before dark. The process takes two hours. For 
the coolest selfie, catch them if you can. Entire photo story: @licegrada.hr

Who lights up Upper Town?

FREEZE-FRAME 
AWESOME FOLIAGE 
COLORS Just before 
nature sinks into its 
winter sleep, we get to 
enjoy the explosion of 
fall colors. Maksimir park 
is the best place to catch 
this short-lived show. 
So get out there and do 
a long walk. Catch the 
yellows, reds, auburns and 
browns. Watch for their 
reflections against the 
water of Maksimir’s lakes. 
Make this your mental 
souvenir of Zagreb.

LAST  
MINUTE

Foto: liceg
rad

a.hr

OPERA FOR 
PARTY-GOERS

4am

Are you into hip-hop, 
house and dance? 
For arias with a twist, 
boogie the night away 
at Opera, a popular 
nightclub at the top of 
Petrinjska street. The 
party starts at 11pm; 
the rest is up to you. 
Check the program & 
info online  
@OperaClubZagreb.

In 1368,  
Zagreb had six 

blacksmiths, four 
goldsmiths, three 

butchers, two 
saddlers and 21 

shoemakers!

Zagreb’s first known 
census back in 1368 

counted only the citizens 
of Grič hill. The list’s last 

names inspired a number 
of local jokes and revealed 

that in the mid-1300s, 
about 2810 people lived in 
Zagreb, in approximately 
300 houses. The census 
didn’t include aristocrats 

or priesthood, as they 
didn’t pay taxes like 
the city residents. 
Have a look at the 

census online  
@zagreb.info

ZAGREB

SLALOM DOWN SLJEME, ZAGREB'S SNOW-COVERED PEAK
There may be a reason for canceling the World 
Slalom Ski Cup but there's no reason not to hit 
the slopes on Sljeme. The season opens the same 
day the Snow Queen Trophy kicks off. This is when 
Zagreb locals hit one of five Medvednica ski slopes, 
together more than 4 km long. If the weather serves 
and the snow cannons do their job, the skiing will go 
on until March. Who can resist alpine vibes at only 15 
minutes drive from the city center...

Fall forest 
delights

Red-white-blue
As the most famous, the Red Descent 
measures 975 m, covering 300 m of 
altitude. The White and Blue Descents 
are more than a kilometer long, while 
the Green Descent and the White 
Meadow are half their length. 

Sledding for free
A day ski pass is 50KN for children 
and 100KN for adults. Skiing at night 
(adults only) costs 70KN. Sledding at 
the Činovnička Meadow is free, but 
forbidden at ski runs.

Skiing at night
Sljeme skiing resort is 
open daily – weather 

permitted – from 9am 
to 4pm. On Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, from 

7pm to 10pm, you can 
go skiing at night. The 

ski lift takes three 
people at 

a time. 

Snow cannons and giraffes
When there is no snow and the temperatures hover around 0°C, the  
Red, White and Green Descents get extra flakes from snow cannons or 
‘giraffes.’ Sljeme normally gets 40 cm of natural snow in winter months. 

Beans  
and sausage
Even if you’re not  
lodging in the Tomislav or Snow Queen 
hotels on Sljeme, you can pop in for some 
bean stew with sausage or pork knuckle. 
These winter treats are also served in 
other mountain huts – Izviđački, Puntijarka 
or Runolist – at 30KN a portion. 

Tomislav 
hotel

Sljeme vista

Željezničar 
mountain hut

Snow Queen 
hotel

Činovnička 
meadow
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