
Manduševac is turning 30, though it’s been around 
forever. Back in the day it was a spring, then a well, 
and after that, a drinking fountain. To this day it 
glimmers on Zagreb’s main square. It hasn’t been a 

water source for a while, as it served least as a 
spring. It’s not the type of fountain where you toss 
coins either. When that was banned, people cut the 
custom. Traditionally, each spring break seniors 
jump into Manduševac to mark the end of high 
school days, as if it were a pool.  All year round, it’s 
a favorite meeting place, an unavoidable spot in 
town. This Christmas Eve, don’t miss the fourth 
Advent Candle being lit by Manduševac.

SHORT HISTORY OF MANDUŠEVAC

*according to a medieval 
legend, a Croatian war 
leader was thirsty and gave 
an order to a local girl: 
“Manda, dear, scoop me 
some water,” which is how 
Manduševac and Zagreb 
both got their names
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They say third time’s a charm, but for Europe’s third-time best Advent in a row, no need for luck. Visitors’ 
votes, had they only counted foreigners’, were plenty for Zagreb to win. Up to 131 countries gave their 

votes to 24 cities. Americans, Russians, Irish and Australians love Zagreb’s Advent most, and Germans 
gave us more votes than for all three of their cities combined. @adventzagreb.com

Zagreb wins, take three!
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RAISE YOUR GLASS TO 
THE FESTIVE SEASON 
Nothing captures the spirit 
of Zagreb Advent so much as 
a glass of steaming mulled 
wine. At all other times of 
year, the locals’ drink of 
choice is coffee. But come 
festive December, everyone 
follows the whiff of warm 
peppery spices spreading 
around town. Order one 
yourself, toast to the holidays 
and feel the inner glow melt 
the winter chill. 

TRAM rides in the city 
center are free on week-
ends. ZET offers free 
rides in the first zone 
through the end of Ad-
vent. @zet.hr
ZAGREB PEOPLE are 
starting to recycling 
garbage; bins in different 
colors and shapes are on 

ZAGREB’S AGE-OLD 
FOUNTAIN CELEBRATES 
ITS 30TH BIRTHDAY

their way. Action begins 
this February when over 
20,000 ordered containers 
will find a home.  
@zagreb.hr
ILICA made 41st place on 
the world’s 50 streets with 
highest rent, topped by 
NYC’s Fifth Avenue. Ilica 
is probably the only street 
that sells hand-crafted 
shoes and coats right from 

their makers. #Ilica
SARMA sandwich? 
At the best Advent 
everything’s best, so 
are buns with New 
Year’s traditional sau-
erkraut and meat dish. 
Sausages, fritule – all 
is just as good as last 
year, but even non-
fans are ordering this.   
#adventzagreb 
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Fritule
(Free-too-le)
Little doughnuts, petits 
beignets, piccole ciambelle, 
pequeños donuts
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ANJA MUTIĆ

Zagreb's 
winter buzz

Author of Lonely Planet Croatia, writes for 
New York Magazine and The Washington 

Post. Follow her at @everthenomad

The secret is out. Wintertime 
Zagreb is in. The crowds 

milling the streets attest to that. 
The boom is so big and the buzz so 
sticky that Zagreb keeps receiving 
busloads of people from all over 
the world, coming to unearth 
its delights. And it’s stacking up 
awards, one after another.
As a witness standing on the side-
lines, I love seeing it happen. For 
a local trying to get a table in the 
city center on a Saturday morning 
during the weeks of Advent, it can 
be tricky. That’s why I love to stick 
around my part of town. I’ve been 
finding particular joy in haunting 
my neighborhood spots, away from 
the holiday hubbub. 

See the top sights, sample the 
staples, take in the buzz, feel the 

holiday spirit, cross them all from 
the bucket list. Then step away 
from well-traipsed routes and take 
a tram ride or a stroll east. Check 
out the cafes along Martićeva, have 
a roam around Kvatrić market, the 
down-home alternative to Dolac, 
and put on layers and roam around 
snow-covered Maksimir. Discover 
a different Zagreb.
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ZAGREB 
SUPERHEROES MONOVIEW

The new bloom of Ilica, 
when street spaces and 
courtyards come to life

Ivana Nikolić Popović, founder of Readymade Ilica
Sljeme’s Snow Queen and King

After New Year’s, everyone head to 
Sljeme! Snow Queen Trophy takes 
place on January 3 and 4, but for 
the first time this year without the 

Kostelić siblings. Janica Kostelić, af-
ter whom Snow Queen was named, 

is a World Championship and 
Olympic gold medalist and three-

time World Cup winner. Today, she’s 
the Croatian Secretary of State for 
Sports. Her older brother, Ivica, an 
Olympic and World Championship 

gold medalist too, is a guitar player, 
historian, father and adrenaline 

junkie. Recently he stopped racing 
but you can count on both of them 
being up there when Snow Queen 

begins. Zagreb’s best athletes, even 
by the number of city titles, were 
never the champions of their own 

slope, Sljeme. 

Today Ilica, besides being the city’s main 
artery, is a medium that actively took part in 
all of Zagreb’s phases – from its construction 
at the end of the 18th century, and up to 
the 21st. In essence, Ilica is a mirror of the 
town’s architectural development. If you 
head to Črnomerec via Ilica from Jelačić 
square, you’ll notice the buildings from all 
those different eras standing equally side 
by side, offering a colorful pattern to this 
romantic street.
Ilica should consciously and systematically 
approach the activation of its resources, 
namely its people, empty street spaces and 
the enormous potential of its courtyards. 
As a whole, a city doesn’t only consist of its 
buildings, it’s the people who live in them 
that matter. With the Readymade Ilica 
project, we aim for a revitalization model 
that includes collaborating with the street’s 
residents.
The best proposals we received for Ready-
made Ilica were hard to single out because 
the project is based on the concept of raising 
awareness in the community, which needs 
to systematically approach activating Ilica’s 
resources. The residents are those who need 
to be satisfied first.   
My favorite places in Ilica are neglected 

courtyards that seem like 
empty canvases that need 
to be painted with content. 
That’s always really thrill-
ing. For example, Ilica 54, 
60 or 34. Take a stroll and 
if you notice any signs of 
new life, let me know. 
When I’m not in Ilica, I’m 
probably taking a walk in 
the parks or forests that 
literally intertwine with 
the city’s core. That is the 
beauty of Zagreb – it has 
so much well-manicured 
greenery, like the magnif-
icent walkway Dubravka’s 

trail, or dreamy Roko’s garden-park. If Za-
greb’s parks and woods could be filled with 
cultural happenings, the city would bloom.
During Advent, a must for me is visiting the 
Pop Up Garden that introduced a new con-
cept of Christmas. It would be great if there 
were more initiatives like that. I’m excited to 
see Advent by the Croatian National Theat-
er; I’m sure it will be spectacular. Maybe 
British Square will have its own Advent one 
day, too.
The best time to visit Zagreb is in spring, 
from April to the beginning of July, when 
the town is buzzing with cultural events, 
everything is abloom, markets are filled with 
locally grown fruits and vegetables. It would 
be great to organize market tours for tour-
ists, since that’s really a special experience.

BRACE FOR THE 
FUTURISTIC SPECTACLE
Ideas of two greatest 
minds from Croatia – 
inventor Nikola Tesla and 
sculptor Ivan Meštrović 
– meet in the state-of-
the-art exhibition Nikola 
Tesla – Mind from the Fu-
ture. Catch this science-
cum-art show featuring 
video art, animation and 
technical innovation in 
the unique octagonal Art 
Pavilion by Meštrović.  
@teslamindfromthe 
future.com

COMMON PEOPLE –  
FAB ART
Art lovers, don’t miss the 
large retrospective exhi-
bition of Vasko Lipovac, 
one of Croatia’s most im-
portant artists of the sec-
ond half of the 20th cen-
tury. Head to Klovićevi 
Dvori (until Jan 7) and 
enjoy never-before-seen 
paintings, drawings and 
sculptures of remarkable 
plasticity that speak of 
the bittersweet human 
condition. @gkd.hr

20TH-CENTURY 
MODERN ART SPECIAL
As you enjoy Advent 
cheer filled with outdoor 
fun, don’t miss a sneak 
peak inside the Art 
Pavilion. The Passion of 
Creation exhibit (on until 
Jan 15) showcases stun-
ning work by the world’s 
leading modern artists, 
such as Braque, Chagall, 
Calder and Miró, all under 
the same roof. Perfect 
opportunity to get your 
dose of expressionism, 
cubism and abstract art.  
@umjetnicki-paviljon.hr

TIME TRAVELS 
THROUGH THE ART OF 
DECORATION
Hit Zagreb’s Ethnograph-
ic Museum (until Jan 
28) to catch a unique 
exhibition featuring 
traditions of festive 
decorations of the 19th 
century. Feathers, Apples 
and a Grain of Salt boasts 
stories and designs of the 
holiday season. On are 
also workshops, lectures 
and entertainment for the 
little ones. @emz.hr

MORE 
CULTURAL 
HAPPENINGS 
IN PARKS, 
MARKET 
TOURS FOR 
TOURISTS



Honestly, enjoy like there’s no tomorrow

Global anthropologist and 
Zagreb writer with a twist. 

Follow her at  
@travelhonestly.com

ANDREA PISAC

ADVENT IN THE TUNNEL
Eerie and mysterious, Grič Tunnel 
dons a different coat this Advent. 
Take your little ones to the world 
of Charles Dickens and watch 
them enjoy a scenography with 
oversized toys to the sounds of 
Christmas carols.

ADVENT ON ZRINJEVAC
If magic had a home, it would be 
Zagreb’s Zrinjevac park. Come 
Christmas, its centenary plane trees 
glow with blue lights while tradi-
tional food warms up the body and 
the soul. Are you ready to waltz?

ICE PARK
Winter idyll meets Frozen at Ice 
Park on Tomislav square. Put your 
skates on and glide away. Feel your 
spirits lift and your cheeks flush. Hot 
chocolate is waiting in one of the 
charming white huts nearby.

ADVENT ON EUROPEAN SQUARE
If you want festive with urban flair, then 
hit European square. Take a shot of lo-
cal rakija and sway to the rhythm of live 
music. Daily concerts and exhibitions 
are the spice of this holiday hub. 

FOOLING AROUND
Fun may be everywhere but Fooling 
Around at Strossmayer square takes 
it to the next level. Arrive hungry and 
get ready for top local delicacies. 
Street sarma steals the show; just be 
ready to queue.

THE TALE FROM GRIČ
It’s all about mystic charms of the 
Upper Town. At Vranyczany plateau, 
live jazz plays at a fairytale-like stage 
where the stars and the moon seem 
alive. Eat jabuke u šlafroku to travel 
back to childhood.

LIVE NATIVITY SCENE
Fill your heart with reverence as you 
watch the beautiful live performance 
of Christ’s nativity in front of Zagreb’s 
cathedral. Be there Dec 22–27 and Jan 
1–6 (4.15pm, 5pm & 7pm). The animals 
are real, too.

ADVENT ON STROSS
Walk the most romantic Zagreb 
promenade fondly dubbed Strossmar-
tre. Idyllic and cozy, it’s like a village 
where you’ll quickly feed your body 
and soul. Bring your kids to weekend 
art workshops during daytime.   

CAFFE DE MATOŠ
Further along Strossmayer promenade 
is where the famous sculpture of poet 
A.G. Matoš captures people’s hearts. 
Now livened with pop-up shops and 
music gigs, this place promises to steal 
your heart. 

ADVENT AT KLOVIĆEVI DVORI
This gallery boasts the most gorgeous 
open-air stage now brimming with 
Advent delights. It’s also where you’ll 
snap the best ever selfie, with the Za-
greb cathedral in the background. 

ZAGREB CHRISTMAS TALE
In the heart of Zagreb, on its main 
Jelačić square, the Christmas tale 
goes on from morning to night. The 
lights, the magic, the cheer, every-
thing is here to give you the true 
experience of Christmas. 

ADVENT WREATH
Christmas market stalls wind their 
way through streets in the very cen-
ter, from Jelačić to Republic squares. 
There is no shortage of handcrafted 
gifts, yummy food as well as good hu-
mor from street vendors.

ZAGREB FOR YOU'S  
EDITOR BRINGS YOU 17 

ATTRACTIONS FROM 
EUROPE'S BEST 

CHRISTMAS MARKET

Rakija, mulled wine or hot cocoa? 
Sausages, fritule or sarma? Hitting 
the Presidential Office, Grič Tunnel or 
Main Square? Advent's got it all



Honestly, enjoy like there’s no tomorrow

MORE INFO

ADVENT TRAINS
Head to Backo Mini Express 
to see the largest model 
railway in southeast Europe, 
now decked out with Christ-
mas decorations. Train buffs 
– catch the fab exhibition 
about Orient Express trains in 
Croatian Railway Museum. 

SECRET ADVENT LOCATIONS
Make sure to peep inside the 
gorgeously lit Marić passage – a 
perfect backdrop for a selfie. 
Then head to the secret Christ-
mas garden in the Archeologi-
cal Museum and mingle among 
ancient exhibits. 

CHRISTMAS BALCONIES
It’s truly unique when Ad 
Gloriam brass ensemble plays 
classical music and Christmas 
songs from Zagreb balconies. 
Catch them at Tkalčićeva 29, 
Galerija Lav and Croatian Na-
tional Theater. Full program @
adventzagreb.com.

NEW YEAR’S  
CHANGE OF GUARD

Start the New Year by witness-
ing a remarkable performance 
by the Kravat Regiment. Head 
to St. Mark’s square on Jan 1 
and catch the special edition 
of the changing of the guard 
at noon. 

ADVENT AT PREKRIŽJE
Catch this one-of-a-kind oppor-
tunity to see the traditional and 
rustic interiors of Villa Prekrižje, 
where Croatia’s president con-
ducts formal receptions. Head 
there on Fri–Sat (Dec 2–23) 
from 4–8pm.   



TRAVEL SMART
Advent is the busiest time in Zagreb. 
Be smart about your sightseeing and 
leave your car parked out of the city 
center. Hop on a tram or walk to the 
main Advent locations. This is the 
best way to soak up the atmosphere. 

GET SOME GRUB
Cold winter calls for warm food; 
sausage in a bun is the Advent 
mainstay. For a more elaborate 
version, choose sausage with 
sauerkraut. Then round it up with the 
dessert of fritule (little drunken 
doughnuts) or the sinful germknedle 
(plum jam-filled dumplings topped 
with poppy seeds).

THE MOST USEFUL CARD
With Zagreb Card tourists get free 
transport and six 
attractions, plus 
ticket discounts 
for more than 80 
locations. Daily card 
is 98KN, a three−day 
card is 135KN. A ride 
on the funicular is 
included.
@zagrebcard.com

15 stations

NIGHT TRAMS*
31 Črnomerec – Savski most
32 Prečko – Borongaj
33 Dolje – Savišće
34 Ljubljanica – Dubec

*running from 11:50pm to 4am
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Zagreb boasts the best winter ser-
vice in Europe — for a good reason. 
At any given time of day, close to 
300 teams with snow plows are 
out cleaning the streets as soon 
as the first flakes start falling, so 
roads are usually cleared come 
morning. Up to 20,000 tons of 
salt and a few tons of gravel melt 
everything away. On duty 24/7, the 
city’s geared-up winter service is 
based at 15 stations around town 
and responds upon citizens’ calls. 
Winters aren’t too harsh - 23 snowy 
days from November to April on 
average, the same period Zagreb’s 
winter service is on the job. 

Winter splurges  
in Međimurje
Come winter, you’ll 
want to pamper 
yourself more than 
usual. In which case 
your destination is 
Međimurje, with the 
superb spa at Life-
Class Terme Sveti Martin. Enjoy the 
healing mineral-rich water in the 
stunning interior designed in the 
style of Rudolf Steiner’s organic ar-
chitecture. On your way back, stop 
in Čakovec and visit the town’s mu-
seum for intriguing stories about 
the Croatian noble family Zrinski. 

Tip: Splurge on the divine Legen-
stein cake (think chocolate and 

orange) in the Čakovec Gradska 
Kavana.

N

from Zagreb
75 min

Don't waste paper. Use it or ... . .

Best winter 
service in Europe? 
When the snow 
starts, let’s see!

EXCHANGE RATES, 
(BUY RATE, DEC 18 2017)
€ 1 7,56; $ 1 6,41; JPY 100 5.71

WINTER SERVICE ZAGREB
264 teams
15 stations
2600 kilometers of streets
19.000 tons of salt

Info
free telephone 0800 2554
zimska.sluzba@zagreb.hr

Zagorska
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Stenjevec

Hrašće
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Remetinec
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Jazbina

Lower Dubrava
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Sesvete3Žitnjak –  
central station



Lake Jarun

Sava

JAZZ RULES THE 
BASEMENTS

4am

LAST  
MINUTE
TAKE THE FAREWELL 
RIDE ACROSS TOWN Even 
if you’ve seen most of the 
Zagreb Advent locations, 
do one last round. Hop on 
the Merry Christmas tram 
that leaves from Jelačić 
square and wave Zagreb 
au revoir. The old-timer, 
done up with lights and a 
festive hat, will take you 
for a 25-min spin. (Mon-Fri: 
4pm-7pm; weekends & Dec 
26: 10am-2pm & 4pm-7pm; 
Dec 24 & 31: 10am-2pm; 
Dec 25 & Jan 1 closed).   

Sarma holds a special 
place in every Croat’s 

heart. Although of Ot-
toman origin, it’s deeply 
rooted in the Croatian 
local culture. It’s a win-
tertime favorite, a test 
for every housewife and a 
life-saver when we’re hun-
gover, tired or not in the 

Sarma – 
winter’s 
survival kit

Serious jazz plays from a 
basement at the junction 
of Margaretska and Ilica 
streets. Opened at the 
end of October, Boogie 
instantly became a 
nighttime hotspot where 
people sway to live 
tunes and DJ beats. It’s 
all in one: a club, lounge 
and bar, with a spring-
time terrace.  
#boogieklub

keeps us warm, com-
forts and brings us back 
to life. What’s more: 
the longer it sits, the 
tastier it gets. Normally 
sarma is a homemade 
meal but you can find 
it on seasonal menus of 
restaurants and inns. 
Advent this year proves 
that sarma can be street 
food, too – served in 
buns. Despite its popu-
larity, finding it in one 
of Zagreb’s restaurants 
is harder than you 
would imagine. 
Kod Šime, Martićeva 62, 
portion 40KN, kcal 350.

In Zagreb, 
it snows most 
frequently in 

January, for an 
average of seven 

days.

TASTE OF ZAGREB
powered by 
Taste of Croatia

Sljeme – it’s where snow falls over 50 days a year, skiing lasts three months 
and every day of the year is bliss. Half an hour from the heart of town, Med-

vednica’s peak offers postcard-perfect nature plus a striking city panorama. 
Don't miss the winter wonderland atop Zagreb.

Winter wonderland above town
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mood to cook. Minced 
meat is mixed with spic-
es, bacon and rice, then 
rolled up into leaves 
of sauerkraut, after 
which it’s slow-cooked 
and usually served with 
mashed potatoes. It 
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Locals 
still remember the big 

snowfall of January 2013, 
when over half a meter 
of snow blanketed the 

ground overnight. Fore-
casts for this year don’t 
predict a rerun of that 

winter, which topped this 
millennium’s only snow. 
Grič weather station’s 
150 years of meteo-
rological data reveal 
that back in February 

and March of 1895 
Zagreb saw over 
80 centimeters of 

snow. 

TESLA TOUR AROUND ZAGREB
Zagreb rejected Tesla once - in spring 1892, when he 
arrived at the call of mayor Amruš to present his project 
of the city’s electrification of the city. “As a son of this 
country, I find it my duty to help Zagreb in every respect, by 
counsel and actions,” said Nikola Tesla at the City Hall. Back then 
they didn’t see the greatness of his vision and so Zagreb got 
electrical lighting only 15 years later. Today, the whole world lives 
by Tesla’s vision of the future, while Zagreb honors the innovator 
at every corner. Head for a Tesla tour around Zagreb:

Technical Museum, 
which also carries 
Tesla’s name, offers 
a peek into all his 
inventions and 
patents at the 
Nikola Tesla 
Demonstration Lab 
Cabinet 

Tesla statue, a work by 
renowned sculptor Ivan 
Meštrović from 1956, set at 
the corner of Preradovićeva 
and Masarykova streets on 
the 150th anniversary of 
Tesla’s birth

Mind from the 
Future, a 
multimedia 
exhibition 
honoring Nikola 
Tesla at the 
Meštrović 
Pavillion, open 
until the last day 
of winter 2018

Tesla Tower at Jarun 
Lake’s INmusic Festival 
island is a 30-meter-
tall replica of the Tesla 
Tower from Long 
Island, New York, 
designed for wireless 
power transmission 

Tesla street starts by 
the Tesla statue and is 
one of the busiest 
pedestrian zones in 
town, lined with 
buzzing restaurants


