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The spirit of the best Christ-
mas fair in Europe will light 

Zagreb up this December. It 
all begins with the traditional 
lighting of the first Advent candle 
on November 28. Through Jan-
uary 1, expect almost a hundred 
concerts, numerous exhibitions 
and performances, and a few neat 
Advent novelties, all in accor-
dance with the required safety 
measures.
As many as ten different music 
festivals, a large virtual exhibition 
of the Zagreb Nativity Scene from 
2007 though today, Christmas 
fairs of Zagreb’s finest artists 
and craftsmen ... Plus, don't miss 
Virtual Christmas Windows, 
an interactive augmented 
reality exhibition that will bring 
Christmas vibes to 20 squares 
and parks in the city. Experience 
the Light of Advent, with ten 
historic institutions in the Upper 
Town decorating their windows 
in the holiday spirit. The spirit of 
Christmas will make its way into 
five locations in the Upper Town 
and five more in the Lower Town.
Find all the latest information for 
responsible enjoyment of Advent 
at www.adventzagreb.hr

Tune into the Light 
of Zagreb & deck 
out your windows

"2020 was  
and still is 
challenging 
due to the 
pandemic,  
as well as the 
earthquake. With the Light 
of Advent project, we're 
starting a warm story, 
inspiring positive emotions, 
creating a sense of 
community and  
encouraging the people of 
Zagreb to contribute to 
Advent - which belongs  
to all of us."
dr. sc. Martina Bienenfeld,
Director of the Zagreb  
Tourist Board 

Culture 

Expect cultural programs 
aplenty at Advent this 

year. Exhibitions, perfor-
mances for children, Christ-
mas fairs… See what awaits 
you.

artOmat
The Fair of Unconventional Art 
Objects is conceived as a platform 
that affirms various aspects of 
artistic creation and creative ex-
pression. December 17 - 22, 2020, 
Croatian Association of Artists

Fairytale-to-go: Little Red 
Riding Hood, Wolf and 
Grandma
With this one-of-a-kind theatrical 
event, young and old spectators 
with headphones on their ears 
will enjoy the music, follow the 
story and walk through the forest 
(played by Park Ribnjak). Dec 5, 13, 
19, 20, 27 at 11AM and 12:30PM
 
Mini Train Museum -  
Backo Mini Express
The fifth largest model railway in 
Europe, a trademark attraction of 
Zagreb. Working hours: Mon–Sun 
noon–8pm; the museum is closed: 
December 24, 25, 26 & 31 and 
January 1.
 
10th exhibition of the 
Association of Friends of 
Croatian Nativity Scene – 
Ethnographic Museum
The Ethnographic Museum and the 
Association of Friends of Croatian 
Christmas Nativity Scenes present 
Christmas nativity scenes - a total 
of 42 of them! The scenes will be 
from Zagreb and its surroundings, 
Međimurje, Podravina and other 
parts of Croatia. November 26, 
2020–January 6, 2021. Ethno-
graphic Museum

Vatroslav Lisinski Concert Hall
Program in December organized 
by KD Vatroslav Lisinski. Novem-
ber 28, December 5, December 12 
at 7:30pm, Vatroslav Lisinski Con-
cert Hall. December 28 Hall Day
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Advent at Zagreb hotels

Advent at the  
International
Nov 28, 2020–Jan 1, 2021
In a specially decorated 
area of the hotel, a 
touch of modernity will 
be added to traditional 
Advent attire, and all 
daily events will be 
shared on social media.

Christmas decoration 
of the Jadran Hotel
Nov 28, 2020–Jan 1, 2021
The light of Advent in 
Zagreb will also illuminate 
Jadran, with rich Christ-
mas decorations in the 
hotel windows, right in the 
very center of the city, in 
Vlaška 50.

Music

9 programs, 95 concerts in halls and 
open spaces… Enjoy Advent, Christmas 
songs and a total holiday atmosphere!

Advent Classic Fest
The Croatian Music Institute's small and 
large hall will open their doors to all lovers 
of classical music, and all generation visiting 
Advent in Zagreb. December 4 at 7pm and 
December 12 at 5pm, Croatian Music Insti-
tute, large hall

Advent concerts
Zagreb soloists
Enjoy waltzes and polkas, international and 
Croatian Christmas tunes and songs dedicat-
ed to Zagreb. Zagreb City Museum. Decem-
ber 12, 13, 19, and 20 at 12pm

Evenings with Brahms
A unique cultural and artistic event for the 
ears and soul. Dive into the creative world of 
Johannes Brahms through his songs, inter-
mezzo, waltzes and Hungarian dances on the 
"twin brother" of the piano the composer 
owned until his death. 
Museum of Arts and Crafts
December 12, 16, 19 & 20 at 6pm

Advent concerts by the Zagreb 
Chamber Orchestra
The Zagreb Chamber Orchestra will wow 
with four Advent concerts featuring classical 
music pearls, such as works by Vivaldi, Mo-
zart, Hydn and Bach.
December 2, 9, 15 & 20 at 7.30pm, Muse-
um of Arts and Crafts. December 15, 20 at 
7:30pm, Croatian Writers' Association. De-
cember 12 Hall Day.

Concerts from Christmas balconies
Melodies performed by the six-member 
brass band Ad Gloriam will ring out from the 
most beautiful balconies in Zagreb, bring-
ing holiday joy to the colorful city streets. 
Balcony of Tkalčićeva 33, November 29 and 
December 6, 13 & 20 at 7pm
Lion Gallery, December 2, 9 & 16 at 5pm
Balcony of the Croatian National Theater, 
December 23 at 5pm

more on adventzagreb.hr 
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Advent at the  
Westin Zagreb Hotel
Nov 28, 2020–Jan 1, 2021
Zagreb's Advent will also 
illuminate the Westin Hotel, 
especially the outdoor terrace 
of the Diana Bar. Advent on the 
hotel’s heated and specially 
decorated terrace will feature a 
handful of holiday delicacies.

Advent at Zagreb hotels

Advent at the Hilton
Nov 28, 2020–Jan 1, 2021
Advent at the Hilton offers 
special benefits in as many 
as three locations, holiday 
relaxation in the hotel's spa 
oasis, a variety of entertain-
ment and gastronomy Zagreb 
Advent-style and fun touches 
for the youngest visitors.

Advent Fairytale Amadria 
Park Hotel
Nov 6, 2020–Jan 4, 2021
Visit the Advent fairytale at the 
Amadria Park Hotel Capital, 
alongside many smaller events 
such as a tea party with the 
Nutcracker. The facade of the 
hotel is decorated in collabora-
tion with florist Saša Šekoranja.

Advent at the Sheraton 
Zagreb Hotel
Nov 28, 2020–Jan 6, 2020
Advent is at the Sheraton 
Hotel too. Traditional Advent 
and Christmas delicacies, 
interpreted in a modern way, 
can be savored on the heated 
terrace or in the Piano Bar 
and hotel restaurants.

*The information collected and published in this issue belongs to the group of information subject to change or 
cancellation in accordance with the decision of individual organizers and all epidemiological measures that will be  
in force at the time of the event. We kindly ask all those interested to get additional information on all available platforms.

Zagreb in Advent attire
The year 2020 disrupted our usual plans and introduced new rules, but it did not 
extinguish the Advent spirit. On the contrary, Zagreb will shine more ornately and 
glow more romantically than ever. Famous Advent locations in the city center will be 
adorned with creative and fun holiday installations. Stroll through the Upper Town and 
Lower Town to feel real holiday magic. Be sure to come to the Gradec Plateau, hug and 
kiss your loved one under the mistletoe and take the most beautiful romantic or family 
photo for the holidays.

Virtual Christmas 
Windows
Augmented reality
Take in a traditional and 
warm story of Advent 
spiced up with modern 
technologies. This specta-
cle will take place at about 
20 locations in the wider 
area of the city (squares 
and parks). Visitors will 
be able to view animated 
content through the screen 
of their mobile phone, 
in accordance with the 
recommendations of the 
Croatian National Institute 
of Public Health, using the 
Equinox XR application.

King Tomislav square

Zrinjevac parkCroatian national 
theatre

Gradec PlateauBela IV. park

Advent wreath around 
Manduševac

Strossmayer promenade

St. Mark's square

Ban Jelačić square

Christmas trees
Museum of  
Broken Relationships

Ethnographic Museum

Museum of illusions

Hangover 
Museum

Chocolate  
Museum Zagreb

Museum  
Zagreb '80



MORE INFORMATION

adventzagreb.hr

Zagreb Advent Run 2020
The Zagreb Advent Run charity 
costume race is a special experi-
ence for all visitors. All you need 
is an imaginative costume, holi-
day spirit and good will to have 
fun, do something good for your 
health and support the humani-
tarian character of the race.
START: arbitrary, GOAL:  
The Westin Zagreb hotel
December 18 from 4 to 8pm
December 19 from 9am to 8pm
December 20 from 9am to 8pm

The Light of Advent
Warm wishes from  
Zagreb windows
Decorated windows of Zagreb’s 
private homes and public bu-
ildings will convey messages 
of optimism, togetherness and 
warmth and show the true spirit 
of the holidays. The Light of 
Advent is a project by which the 
Zagreb Tourist Board wants to 
encourage cultural institutions in 
the Upper Town to decorate the-
ir windows in the holiday spirit.

Esplanade Oleander -  
Lux Lumine
Nov 28, 2020–Jan 1, 2021
The luxurious interior of the famous 
Hotel Esplanade will shine with a 
special glow. Experience the sight 
of the iconic Oleander terrace 
turned into light magic and taste 
the sumptuous gourmet offerings 
signed by chef Ana Grgić.

Time Out Hotel -  
Advent in Zagreb
Nov 28, 2020–Jan 1, 2021
The main entrance of the hotel, 
the atrium and the roof terrace - 
with an unparalleled view of the 
Upper Town - will be illuminat-
ed by numerous Advent lamps. 
Advent events will light up the 
courtyard in the evening.

ŽićBo 

Zagreb’s bars 
and eateries 
are inviting the 
citizens of Za-
greb and their 
guests to enjoy Ad-
vent responsibly, respecting 
all epidemiological measures. 
At the most attractive city lo-
cations, renowned Zagreb bars 
will organize themed activities 
throughout the week, plus 
special events for weekends 
and holidays. Don't miss žićBo 
– get to know the modern food 
and drink scene of Zagreb!

Zagreb Nativity Scenes
An online photography exhibi-
tion showcasing church Christ-
mas cribs, with photos taken 
from 2007 to 2020.  
adventzagreb.hr

Other events

Advent in the museum*
Museum of Broken Relationships
A 25% discount on museum tickets, 
plus a cup of hot tea after the show 
- on the house. brokenships.com
Museum of illusions
Take advantage of a 20% discount 
on all tickets (with a voucher 
certified in one of the other 4 muse-
ums)! muzejiluzija.com
Chocolate Museum Zagreb
Visitors with a voucher from the 
other 4 museums will get a 15% dis-
count, plus a tasting of fine Belgian 
chocolate. muzejcokolade.hr
Museum Zagreb '80
In addition to a 25% discount on tic-
kets, visitors will be served a glass 
of wine made according to a recipe 
from the eighties. zagreb80.com 
Hangover Museum
Visitors of other museums will rece-
ive a 20% discount here, plus, a spe-
cial welcome with some homemade 
brandy. museumofhangovers.com
*If you visit at least three of these 
five museums during December, 
you can win gift packages full of 
surprises!



Cheers to  
the holidays
A glass of hot mulled wine is a 
staple of Advent in Zagreb. And 
while coffee is the favorite drink 
of Zagrebians throughout the 
year, during the holiday season 
they reach for a glass of mulled 
wine. So, warm up, toast the 
holidays - and you’re ready for 
the joys of winter.

Don't waste paper. Use it or ... . .

HELP

24-HOUR PHARMACIES

TAXI

POST OFFICE

112
NUMBERS

Branimirova 4, tel. +385 1 49 81 550 
(MON - SUN: 7am - 12pm)

Radio Taxi Zagreb (1717); Zebra Taxi 
(072 9090); RIDE2 Taxi (1616); Taxi 
Cammeo (1212); EKO Taxi (1414); Uber

Ban Jelačić square 3, +385 1 48 16 198
Ilica 301, +385 1 37 50 321
Grižanska 4, +385 1 29 92 350
V. Holjevca 22, +385 1 65 25 425
Ozaljska 1, tel. +385 1 30 97 586

Giving is one of our most pro-
found desires. And Advent 

is the best time to fulfil it. Why? 
Because these four weeks lead-
ing up to Christmas are all about 
giving. This giving has many 
faces. We can give presents to 
others, and we can give of our-
selves – our riches, our time and 
our compassion. Let’s see how 
this is done in Zagreb. 

The season of gift-giving 
begins on December 6, the 

Day of St. Nicholas, who often 
travels with its evil counterpart, 
Krampus. When they leave 
their boot out the night before, 
children never know if they’ll 
find a present or a stick inside. 
The biggest presents are given 
on Christmas Day. But there are 
many little acts of kindness that 
happen before. For example, 
many people in Zagreb practice 
being charitable during Advent. 
They give away their money, 
their time or things they don’t 
need. Other people give of them-
selves by being frugal. Some 
will give up the rich food and 
eat lean all throughout Advent. 
Others will make homemade 
decorations instead of buying 
them. They will use their time 
and skill to craft ornaments 
from straw, paper and dough. 
And this is what Advent in Za-
greb always used to be like. 

People showed compassion, 
kindness and selflessness. 

Because it’s not the gift itself but 
the act of giving that makes this 
time so very special. 

Honestly,  
be a giver

ANDREA PISAC
Global anthropologist and Zagreb 
writer with a twist. Follow her at  
@travelhonestly.com

It’s a different kind of winter, 
2020. A winter that calls for a 

little more creativity, that asks 
for thinking and acting outside 
the box. Even when it comes to 
tradition. This year it’s all about 
finding new ways to celebrate 
the spirit of togetherness. 
When you think of it, less is 
often more. This is the perfect 
time of year to find joy in small 
things and to think of reasons to 
be grateful – and ways to show 
it, too. 

We can make it less about 
buying and more about 

sharing what we already have 
and wish to spare with the peo-
ple close to our hearts – a feast of 
giving. We can make this holiday 
season less about consuming and 
more about delighting in a string 
of seemingly ordinary moments. 
Like bundled-up strolls through 
Zagreb’s fog-laced streets, a 
roam through its wintery parks, 
the warm comfort of sipping 
mulled wine on a chilly walk 
through the Upper Town.
Let’s make this Advent an 
unusual quest for joy, sought 
in places where you wouldn’t 
normally look to. Gaze up at the 
skies counting all the tiny spots 
of a subtly different shade. See 
how many colors you can see on 
rooftops and facades you pass 
as you stroll. Look out for smart 
street art. Meet up with a friend, 
put on extra layers, keep that 
two-meter distance and wander 
aimlessly. 

This Advent may bring a 
different kind of huddle 

than we’re used to; all the more 
reason to make it special. This 
year, there is no blueprint for 
celebration, except finding novel 
ways to be together and to revel 
in the moment. 

A different  
kind of winter

writes for BBC Travel,  
the Washington Post and many more.  

Follow her at @everthenomad

ANJA MUTIĆ



Advent has always been an important 
time in Zagreb. A time of taking 

stock of the year gone by, a time of 
trade, of gratitude and celebration. In 
the old days, Zagreb Advent was packed 
with symbolic customs and rituals. Here 
are some inspiring traditions which, in 
some form, live on:
Saint Barbara (Dec 4) was considered 
Little Christmas – the day when Christ-
mas countdown would actually begin. 
Children went around collecting small 
gifts such as dry fruit and nuts. Christ-
mas wheat was sown in a pot at home, 
and if it grew big and strong, it meant 
the following year would be prosperous.
Saint Nicholas (Dec 6) is when children 
eagerly expect gifts in a boot that they 
left out the night before. If they have 
been naughty, they will get a stick. 
These symbolic, gold-painted sticks can 
be bought on the streets of Zagreb and 
make a nice gift for adults, too.

THE MOST USEFUL CARD
With Zagreb Card, tourists get 
free transport and access to six 
attractions, plus ticket disco-
unts for 56 locations. The daily 
card is 98KN, a three−day card 
is 135KN. @zagrebcard.com

SPOTTED BY  
LOCALS ZAGREB
Tips by handpicked 
local bloggers

ZAGREB BE THERE
An insider’s guide 
through Zagreb.

VOICEGUIDE ZAGREB
everything you need 
to know on this fun 
educational app.

ZAGREB FOOD 
Designed for foodies 
and epicureans.

OROUNDO  
MOBILE GMBH 
We make museums 
and sights talk on your 
smartphone!telefona.

Zagreb apps,  
all in one place

Sausage is a staple 
throughout December. We 
eat so many there is even 
an expression: ‘There are 
more days than sausages’. 
It means we’ll finish the 
sausages before the end of 
the season. 

Sauerkraut has just 
finished fermenting and we 
will eat it in any shape or 
form. Sauteed with smoked 
pork knuckle, cooked with 
beans, or wrapped around 
minced meat, better known 
as sarma. 

Fish is a must on Christmas 
Eve and you can choose 
between a hearty cod stew 
(coastal influence) or a 
continental freshwater dish 
(such as a tipsy carp or fish 
paprikash). 

Sausages through the end of winter
& beware of fritule!

The warmest 
advice for Advent and 
the beginning of winter 

in Zagreb is – go nowhere 
without a hat, scarf and 

gloves. The average tem-
perature in December, in 

160 years of measure-
ments on Grič, is only 

two degrees °C, but last 
year it was above 12 
degrees. Once upon 
a time, half a meter 
of snow used to fall 

in December, but 
snowflakes have 
become a rarity.

How to celebrate 
Advent in Zagreb 

Saint Lucy (Dec 13) was the day for 
insight and forecast. Every day from 
then to Christmas signified what the 
weather would be like for each month 
in the following year. 
December 23 was called Hen’s Christ-
mas Eve because various customs were 
performed to make sure hens gave lots 
of eggs in the new year. Most houses 
in the Upper Town kept chickens until 
1954.
December 28, Holy Innocents’ Day, 
was celebrated with spanking. Parents 
would symbolically spank children 
because it was believed the vitality of 
the tree branch would give a spanked 
child power, health and longevity.

Fasting and feasting was taken serious-
ly. Christmas Eve was always a fast and 
the most common food were beans. 
After midnight, Christmas feast kicked 
off with aspic (meat jello). 

December in  
Zagreb is often a month 

of climatic extremes. 
The temperature can rise 

to 20°C but the people 
of Zagreb wouldn’t be 

surprised by an icy  
–10, either.

Sugar is on the rise too, but our Christmas 
treats are well balanced. Walnut and poppy seed 
rolls (orehnjača and makovnjača) are fragrant 
and crumbly but not too sweet. Be watchful of 
our fritule (mini 
doughnuts); they 
are addictive.

Poultry is re-
served for Christ-
mas Day. It can 
be any bird but 
Zagorje turkey 
is our top choice, 
always served 
with mlinci, the 
local pasta. 

…find more ZG apps online  
@infozagreb.hr


