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Zagreb 
Tourist 
Board is not 
responsible 
for changes 
in schedule, 
performers, 
program, 
prices or the 
cancellation 
of the event by 
the organizers.

1.  Bela IV. park
2.  Grič park
3.  Grič tunnel
4.  Gradec plateau
5.  Strossmayer 

promenade east
6.  Strossmayer 

promenade 
west

7.  St Mark's square

LOCATIONS

1.  European square
2.  Croatian National 

Theater - Republic 
of Croatia square

3.  Jelačić square
4.  Dr. Franjo Tuđman 

square
5.  J. J. Strossmayer 

square
6.  King Tomislav 

square
7.  Zrinjevac park
8.  The old Vlaška street
9.  Oktogon passage

The Upper Town The Lower Town

Zagreb Advent, one of the best 
Christmas fairs in Europe, 

returns in full glory. From Satur-
day, November 26 through Jan-
uary 7, Zagreb will abound with 
merry Christmas celebrations 
and festivals. 
At more than 20 decorated loca-
tions, from Ban Jelačić square to 
the Upper Town, from Tomislav 
square to the Croatian National 
Theater, there will be more than 
100 concerts, exhibitions, kids’ 

The joy of Advent

Q’art Advent 
For Advent, Q’art by 
Project Ilica is organizing 
Dar Mar, the festival of 
giving and helping those 
in need. On December 18, 
everybody should head to 
Ilica, which will become a 
pedestrian zone between 
Frankopanska and 
Krajiška tram stops from 
morning to the afternoon. 
The famous Argentinian 
singer Mercedes Sosa 
performs at the British 
square. #projektilica 

The ice skating rink returns to King Tomislav’s square; for years 
this has been everyone’s favorite attraction and pastime. 

Polar Dream in the Grič Tunnel
The entrance to the Grič tunnel will unveil 
the Polar Dream, a moment between the 
past and the future, filled with enchanting 
lights that invite visitors to stop, look around 
and guide their thoughts to where they want 
to go. #PolarniSan

Moon Garden in the Bela IV Park
The moon garden has flourished once again 
and created the most romantic Advent 
story! This magic comes from hundreds of 
stars falling from the birch tree, the glowing 
moon, and magical moon flowers that will 
grant your wishes. Step into the world of 
"Moonflowers" and take the most fabulous 
photos of this Advent. #MjesecevVrt 

Winterly nocturne at Grič park
Upper town park will become a place filled 
with a slow, winterly nocturne, with its 
numerous lights and discreet light instal-
lations, along with meditative nocturnal 
musical compositions evoking nighttime 
dreams and tranquil spirits.

Advent Under a Lantern 
Light up the old Upper Town gas lanterns 
together with Zagreb lamplighters, accom-
panied by singers and the best Christmas 
songs. These singing walks start every 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday by the 
Lotrščak tower from November 30 through 
Christmas Eve. 

programs, pop-up events and 
other Christmas surprises. Ad-
vent gatherings are organized in 
almost all parts of the city. 
The ice skating rink returns to 
Tomislavac, Christmas carols 
will echo from balconies and 
streets, museums and theaters 
stage Advent plays and exhibi-
tions, the Zoo has Advent tours 
and workshops, and there’s even 
an Advent marathon.
Zagreb’s winter fairytale can 
kick off. #adventzagreb

Winter Park
This Advent, the park on Dr. 
Franjo Tuđman square will 
transform into a perfect haven 
for family get-togethers. Enjoy a 
variety of gastronomic delights 
and a leisure park with merry-go-
rounds and an ice slide. And lastly, 
this Advent brings something 
new and never seen in Zagreb: a 
huuuge Ferris wheel and a view 
that reaches directly into the sky.

Zagreb Advent Run
Zagreb Advent Run is back. The 
Christmas run through the center 
of the city starts on December 
11 at noon. You can do a 5K or a 
10K, both starting in front of the 
Westin hotel. Professionals and 
amateurs will all compete for a 
good cause, raising funds for the 
humanitarian association for 
children with heart diseases, Big 
Heart to Little Heart.  
#zagrebadventrun  

Zoo at Advent 
‘Tales of Long Ago’ is the theme of 
the Advent program in the Zagreb 
Zoo. The fairy tales of Ivana Brlić 
Mažuranić, a writer known as 
the Croatian Andersen, and her 
characters Tintilinić, Palunko 
and Bjesomar await in Maksimir 
during guided wildlife tours. 
#zagrebzoo

The ice  
skating rink at 

Tomislavac

Advent  
Postcards
Pop-up concerts
of Vox quartet – 
24 of them in 12 
days – take place in the 
most famous passages 
around the city center. 
Advent music postcards 
will echo from Oktogon, 
Neboder and Sisters 
Baković passage. Listen 
to Christmas hits from 
all over the world on 
Wednesdays, Fridays 
and Saturdays through 
December 23.  

EVENTS



Museum of Chocolate

Opatovina park

Croatian School Museum

Museum of the Backo Train

Ethnographic Museum

Museum of Broken Relationships

Zagreb City Museum

Christmas concerts

From Christmas balconies, ten 
concerts of the Ad Gloriam brass 
ensemble, made up of six brass 
players who are members of the CNT 
Opera and the Zagreb Philharmonic, 
perform Christmas evergreens from 
a balcony on Tkalčićeva and by the 
Stone Gate. 

Zagreb Soloists, the world-known en-
semble who have played over 4000 
concerts around the world perform 
two Advent concerts in the Zagreb 
City Museum. Book your tickets for 
Sundays, December 11 or 18, at 11am. 

Theaters and museums

Advent at the Ethnographic 
Museum exhibits Kinč is Not Kitsch 
about Christmas decorations.  
There will be workshops for kids 
and adults.

Zagreb City Museum For the first 
time in Zagreb during Advent, 
join a workshop of glass-blowing 
Christmas bulbs. 

Croatian School Museum
To make this time even more special 
for children, the Croatian School Mu-
seum organizes two workshops for 
all elementary school students.

Live Nativity Scene
The shows take place at 4pm, 
5pm and 7pm on December 17, 
18, 21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 29 and 30 
and January 1 and 6, 2023.

Advent in Vidra, the 
theater of the blind 
and visually impaired, 
features four plays in 
December, as well as a 
special pub-quiz. 

Advent in Mala Scena 
theater offers a dozen 
performances of Snowy 
Fairytale, plus many 
creative workshops like 
chocolate making in 
collaboration with the 
Museum of Chocolate. 

Museum of Chocolate 
is showing an exhibit on 
a forgotten kids’ hobby, 
collecting albums and 
stickers, opening on 
December 1 alongside 
the permanent display. 

Museum of Broken 
Relationships features 
a string of music per-
formances by visiting 
DJs who will spin old 
hits off vinyl through-
out December, as well 
as live concerts. These 
fun nights are on from 
Thursday to Sunday. 

Dagmar Meneghello 
Collection
This Croatian collec-
tor holds an incredible 
collection of paintings, 
sculptures and other 
works of art by modern 

Croatian artists. This 
Advent, she will unveil 
her collection in Krležin 
Gvozd to the visitors.

Museum of the Backo 
Train offers sightseeing 
of the fifth largest train 
tracks model in Europe 
throughout Advent. 

Advent Classic Fest features three 
classical music concerts in the Lisinski 
hall, the foyer of Croatian National 
Theater and the Basilica of St. Antho-
ny of Padua at Sveti Duh. 

Festival of Advent and Christmas 
songs takes place from December 3 
through December 22 in the Basilica of 
St. Anthony of Padua at Sveti Duh, the 
Greek Catholic Co-cathedral of Saints 
Cyril and Methodius and the church of 
St. Benedict in Stupnik. The sounds of 
Advent can also be enjoyed from the 
cafe terrace near the Stone Gate. 

Zagreb Chamber Orchestra  
plays four concerts, three at the 
Journalists’ Association and one 
in the Writers’ Club on Ban Jelačić 
Square. 

Chamber Choir Ivan Filipović stag-
es two Advent concerts named The 
Christmas Dream in the National 
Home Palace on Opatička street. 

Evenings with Brahms feature 
three concerts at the Liszt Institute 
on the European square, with free 
entrance for all. 
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Advent 2022 lasts 
43 days. On average, 
more than 100 
thousand foreign 
visitors and more 
than 50 thousand 
Croatian visitors 
come to Zagreb 
this time of year. 3 
times voted the best 
Advent in Europe.  

Go with the 
flow this 
advent season

ANJA MUTIĆ

Your first time in Za-
greb? What a season 

to visit. You’ll get to expe-
rience the city in a whole 
different light, with its 
cheer and sparkles on. 
The best way to do a deep 
dive into all Zagreb has to 
offer during Advent is to 
simply go with the flow. 
Let yourself be carried 
from one stall to the next, 
savoring yet another 
delicious bite or another 
cup of mulled wine. 

Chat away with 
everyone you meet 

along the way, and you 
may just learn about yet 
another happening, live 
concert or a secret little 
spot that’s only word 
of mouth. Be open to 
surprises, let your new 
friends lead the way to 
new discoveries. 

Get carried away by 
the holiday hubbub 

that makes Zagreb so 
heady and thrilling this 
time of year. Set aside 
plenty of space and time 
to be spontaneous. In 
fact, throw away all the 
bucket lists and feel 
where the city wants to 
take you. Listen to the 
messages, look out for 
the signs and let the city 
guide you. Wherever it 
takes you, great times 
are guaranteed and you’ll 
sure have heaps of fun. 
That’s what Advent in 
Zagreb is for – seeing the 
city at its best.

Tip: If you need a brief 
escape from the city buzz, 
bundle up, put your hiking 
shoes on and roam the 
expansive forest trails of 
Maksimir park, a 15-mi-
nute tram ride from the 
main square.

writes for BBC Travel,  
the Washington Post  

and many more.  
Follow her at @everthenomad

ANDREA PISAC

Honestly, bring 
the old and the 
new together

Over the last decade, Zagreb 
has become a year-round 

tourist gem. Month after 
month, the city enthralls with 
numerous cultural events and 
festivals, and then, in the end 
of the year, it charms us with 
everybody’s favorite – Advent 
in Zagreb.

This awarded happening 
is so popular that it has 

changed the way we spend De-
cember days. I remember how 
when we were children we’d 
spend Christmas holidays in 
familial home atmosphere. 
We’d visit cousins and friends, 
cook and bake cakes, eat and 
drink. We’d go out to the 
streets to walk and burn off 
calories. Today those same 
streets lure us to take it all 
outdoors, under the Advent 
sky. Now, as soon as the first 
Advent candle is lit, we look at 
the festival program and plan 
who to take for a concert, an 
exhibition, or a gourmet tour 
of the stalls. Zagreb locals are 
the happiest when we sponta-
neously run into people while 
touring the Advent venues. 
This contemporary festival 
is slowly becoming a sort of a 
new, large home. 

But Advent in Zagreb is 
not just food and drink 

and modern-day rhythms. 
Some programs revitalize 
traditional customs, like craf-
ting Christmas ornaments, 
exhibition of cakes and church 
concerts. In December, Zagreb 
becomes the place of the old 
and the new. 

Tip: Keep an eye out for the Et-
hnographic Museum program; 
each December it features tra-
ditional handicraft workshops. 

Global anthropologist and Zagreb writer 
with a twist. Follow her at  

@travelhonestly.com

ADVENT IN 
NUMBERS



Explore  
the Upper Town 
Tkalčićeva street
Stroll up and down the pret-
ty Tkalča, as locals call this 
pedestrian strip that curves 
up from the main square, 
lined with pastel-colored 
townhouses and heated cafe 
terraces that always buzz 
with life. 

Zagreb funicular 
Get whisked uptown in 64 
seconds on Zagreb’s blue 
funicular, the world’s short-
est cable railway used for 
public transport; it has con-
nected the Lower and the 
Upper towns since 1890.

Lotrščak tower
Climb to the top of this me-
dieval tower for panoramic 
views of this city. Brace 
yourself for its loud cannon 
blast that has marked noon 
every day for centuries. 

Museum of Broken  
Relationships
Check out the quirky col-
lection of objects donated 
by people from all over the 
world, all honoring past ro-
mances and relationships. 

Radićeva street 
Wander up this steep cob-
blestone street, back in the 

THE BEST OF 
ZAGREB IN

48
HOURS

19th century the trade epicenter of 
Zagreb and today lined with craft 
shops, boutiques and souvenir 
stores. Walk through the Stone Gate 
near the top and take in the silence 
inside this candlelit place of wor-
ship, the only city gate preserved 
since the Middle Ages.

Take in the Lower  
Town highlights 
Flower square
Feel the buzz of this vibrant square 
named after the renowned Croatian 
poet, Petar Preradović, but known 
locally as the Flower square for 
its iconic flower stands. Today it’s 
the epicenter of špica (the peak), 
Zagreb’s celebrated coffee-drinking 
people-watching ritual.

Zagreb trams
Hop on one of the city’s bright blue 
trams for a fun ride, a great way to 
experience the city like a local. Once 
horse-drawn, when they first started 
running back in 1891, the elec-
tric-powered trams are an emblem-
atic sight in Zagreb.

ilica street
Roam Zagreb’s 
most famous 
street and for 
the longest 
time the city’s 
longest. Though 
no more the 
longest, this 
vital tram-lined 
thoroughfare 

with shops, café-bars and patisse-
ries is always abuzz, a great spot to 
feel the city’s pulse. 

Britanski square
A beloved locals’ gathering and cof-
fee-sipping point, the British square 
(Britanski trg or Britanac) has a fruit 
& veg market on weekdays and a 
small but fun antiques market on 
weekends.

The blue Zagreb trams are the wheels of choice for visit-
ing Advent venues around town while keeping away from 
traffic jams and parking hunts. A special line is added in 
December, the Merry Christmas tram that departs from the 
comer of Praška street and Jelačić square, together with 
Santa Claus and other holiday and cartoon characters. 

The funicular is an attraction every day. During Advent, it 
takes you to some of the most romantic locations in the 
Upper Town. The world’s shortest funicular departs every 
10 minutes. 

The cable car to the top of Medvednica is the newest 
attraction in Zagreb. From November to early January, its 
base features one of the Advent venues. @zet.hr

How to get to Advent 

The most  
useful card
With Zagreb Card, tourists get 
free transport and access to six 
attractions, plus ticket disco-
unts for 56 locations. The daily 
card is 98KN, a three−day card 
is 135KN. @zagrebcard.com

TAXI

112

Numbers

Radio Taxi Zagreb (1717)
Zebra Taxi (072 9090)
RIDE2 Taxi (1616)
Taxi Cammeo (1212)
EKO Taxi (1414)
Uber

HELP
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Many a little makes a mickle – 
a bit of everything makes the 
Advent feast 
Foodies know how to enjoy without remorse: bit by bit, bite by bite. In real 

life, that most often looks like this: Imagine that everything offered during 
Advent is one gigantic tasting menu. Have ten courses, but make sure they are 
small and elegant. Even better, share with friends while roaming the town. At 
home, take part in cooking and baking cakes. Chop the veggies for the French 
salad, roll sarma, chop the dough for mlinci. We all know that we first eat with 
our noses and our eyes, and only then with our palate.  On Christmas Day, 
remember Oscar Wilde and his saying  
that even moderation should be  
enjoyed in moderation. Then  
delve into feasts. 

QUIZG

ADVENT MENU

Advent breakfast 

To eat: Sweeten your day with  
aromatic fritule (fried dough)  
covered in chocolate. If you  
prefer fruits, find the traditional  
Zagreb treat – jabuke u šlafroku 
(dough-coated apples).
To drink: Morning coffee is a must, but 
if you’re skipping caffeine, choose cocoa, 
hot chocolate or apple and cinnamon tea. 

Advent dinner

To eat: Some things are best enjoyed while 
standing, like sausage rolls. Vegans and 
vegetarians will love soparnik, traditional 
Dalmatian flatbread with Swiss chard. 
To drink: Mulled wine is the king of Advent. 
It will warm and liven you up for the night. 
Its good friend is punch or grog, already 
served at many stalls.

Advent lunch

To eat: Ideally something warm, with a 
spoon, like cod-fish (light) or sarma. Sour 
cabbage can be savored every day, with pork 
knuckle, beans or a sausage. 
To drink: Something short and strong, like 
grappa, especially if you’re sleepy. Choose 
herbal brandy, wormwood, cherry or walnut 
and you’ll be up for it in no time. 

Questions
1 In December, Zagreb 
sometimes gets more than half 
a meter of snowfall. What’s the 
maximum? 
a) 53 cm
b) 56 cm
c) 59 cm 

2 Zrinjevac park decked out 
with Christmas lights is one 
of Advent’s prettiest images. 
How many plane trees are there 
along the park promenade? 
a) 200
b) 210
c) 220

3 Advent in Zagreb was awarded 
the Best Advent in Europe 
multiple times. How many? 
a) 2
b) 3
c) 4

Answers
1 The snowfall record was set in 
December of the long-gone 1906, 
when 53 centimeters of snow fell in a 
single day. 
2 The promenade of Zrinjevac, one of 
Europe’s prettiest city parks, has 220 
plane trees. 
3 Zagreb Advent was proclaimed the 
best in Europe three times in a row, in 
2016, 2017 and 2018. 

Saint Andrew (30. 11.)
He was the 
first one to 
be called by 
Jesus and is 
known as the 
first apostle. The day of 
Saint Andrew is when 
the first Advent candle 
is lit. The X-cross, that 
he was crucified on, 
carries his name. 

Saint Barbara (4. 12.)
The first Advent 
messenger of 
Christmas is 
Saint Barbara 
who died 
a martyr for 
refusing to renounce 
Christianity. Today she 
is known as the patron 
saint of miners and all 
whose life is suddenly 
threatened. 

Saint Nicholas (6. 12.)
The patron 
saint of sail-
ors, children, 
spinsters 
and the poor 
is tied to giving 
small and symbolic gifts. 
In the past, these used 
to be red apples; today 
kids put out stockings in 
hope Saint Nicholas will 
bring them a gift. 

Feast of the Immacu-
late Conception 
2022 (8. 12.)
This day is a 
celebration 
of Mary’s 
Immaculate 
Conception, who by 
mercy of God was saved 
from infamy of the 
original sin.

Saint Lucia (13. 12.)
She took a vow 
of virginity, 
was mar-
tyred for it 
and had her 
eyes plucked 
out. That’s why today 
she is the patron saint 
of the blind, and folk 
weather forecasts are 
done on her day. Also, 
Christmas wheat is 
planted then, as a sym-
bol of life’s renewal.

All Advent 
Saints


